
 

Notes to accompany Record Card 
The ‘housekeeping’ boxes (top 3 rows) speak for themselves. 

One row in main body to be filled in on each inspection. 

Date: Date of inspection 

Inspected by: Useful if more than one beekeeper 

Colony Size: No. of combs covered early in season. No. of brood boxes and supers with bees later. 

Brood in all stages (BIAS): No. of frame with brood in all stages. Can record L, M, S to indicate average amount on each frame. One side of frame = ½  

Queen seen: Tick or put letter for age of queen such as W, Y, R, G, B. Circle if marked. 

1. Native Appearance: 1-5 scale e.g 1 if uniformly non-native in appearance. 5 if uniformly native. (Nat. app. is dark abdomens, thin light stripes, yellow, ¿ 
2. Temper: 1-5 scale e.g. 1 extremely defensive/aggressive & follow, 5 Very calm, 4 more excitable but not stingy.                  ginger, brown hairs around thorax. 
3. Brood Pattern 1-5 scale e.g 5 good solid pattern, 3 average, 2 poor, patchy or unhealthy, 1 very poor, etc. 
4. Health: Can use 1-5 scale but note the issue e.g. chalk brood, sac brood, cbpv, varroa, etc. 
5. Honey Yield Can ‘guesstimate’ or some more accurate system. (I estimate weight of each frame taken. Average super frame if 10 in box 2 ¾ lb JW) 

Amount Fed: Sugar syrup in litres, weight of fondant, etc. 

Mite drop: e.g. Record daily drop 

Notes: 

Summaries:  

A. Overwintering: Usually recorded in April. Can use 1-5 scale 3 being average of colonies, 5 being very strong compared to average 
B. Swarming Propensity: Recorded when a swarming event occurs, e.g. queen cells being raised. No swarming during season and good honey production 

would score 5, Swarm cells being raise despite colony not getting large would score 1, etc. Supersedure may score well also. 
Other summaries: Pink boxes 1-5 for 2025 brought down from above. 

- 2024 Bring forward from last year if relevant (same queen or parent queen) 


