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The National Honey Show Celebrates it’s

Centenary

We Meet a Few of the New Trustees. BIBBA
November 2023
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Show

The National Honey Show 2023 at Sand-
own Park buzzed with excitement as Prin-
cess Anne ceremoniously planted a com-
memorative tree, marking the inauguration
of this year’s event.

Crowds gathered to witness the royal
opening, setting the tone for a successful
and memorable occasion.

This annual event, that encapsulates
the essence of beekeeping excellence,
wouldn't be complete without acknowledg-

“Crowds gath-
ered to withess
the royal opening”

INng the awe-inspiring competition entries
submitted by beekeepers from every cor-
ner of the country.

The sheer magnitude of talent showcased
IN the competition left an indelible mark on
all who attended, creating an atmosphere
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100 years of the
National Honey

Article by Gareth Trehearn

of appreciation for the dedication and skill
of beekeepers nationwide.

The responsibility shouldered by the judg-
es in discerning between the exceptional-
ly high-quality entries of honey, wax, and
mead was no small feat.

Witnessing the meticulous evaluation pro-
cess gave me a profound respect for the
judges’ expertise and discernment. The
passion and commitment demonstrated by
these individuals underscored the gravity
of their role in determining the best among
the best.

The educational aspect of the event was
enriched by superb lectures that covered a




diverse array of beekeeping topics.

A standout moment for me, was the en-
thralling discussion between the esteemed
Randy Oliver and Robert Pickard, spon-
sored by the Central Association of Bee-
keepers.

This dynamic exchange of ideas, coupled
with their expertise, made it a high point for '
many attendees. The engaging and per- Professor Robert Pickard and Randy
sonable manner in which these knowledge-  Oliver discuss all things beekeeping
able scientists explored the finer points of

beekeeping captivated the entire room. one booth to another

The three-day event showcased many
leading beekeeping suppliers, with attenad-
ees eagerly carrying bags of goodies from

't was a haven for enthusiasts, both sea-
soned and new, to explore the latest inno-
vations and products in the world of bee-
keeping.

| had the pleasure of managing the BIB-

BA stand throughout the three-day event.
During this time, | had the opportunity to
reconnect with long-time members and in-
troduce myself to newer ones. We engaged
in discussions about the progress of the
beekeeping year, their harvests, and how
their bees had fared in the unusually wet
summer we experienced.

A significant focal point of the show re-
volved around the concerning threat posed
by Asian hornets. Attendees had the op-
portunity to review a plethora of traps de-
signed to address this issue.

The collective efforts to tackle challenges
N beekeeping were palpable, as industry
leaders and enthusiasts alike collaborated
to ensure the well-being of British honey-
bees.

In the end, the National Honey Show 2023
proved to be a sweet success, fostering ed-
ucation, camaraderie, and a renewed pas-
sion for beekeeping.

Anne, Princess Royal, chats with Jeremy
Burbidge, owner of Northern bee books
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BIBBA Welcomes
Some New Trustees

Lynn Cartwight - Secretary

Back in the early 80's | came home with

a Ccrisp box and a swarm of bees from the
warm under belly of the Cheshire plain. My
first bees. As my home is near the 1000’
contour with long cold winters it didn't take
too long to learn that locally adapted bees
are best.

My second attempt with bees from Der-
byshire went a little better but it was only
when | collected a few local swarms that
| managed to really start my beekeeping
journey.

All that in the heady days before varroa hit
the Staffordshire Moorlands somewhere
around the summer of 95. Since then l've
tried ltalian bees — hopeless — still drinking
vino in September, Buckfast - sweet the
first year menacing after a couple, Carnio-
lans - always leaving me for pastures new
or rather hanging around in out of reach
clusters.

So it was back to the locals with whom ['ve
been friends ever since.

Beekeeping fashions have come and gone,
solid floors have given way to mesh, wood
to poly hives, home-made nucs to all man-
ner of fancy boxes. 've tried nationals, top
bar, WBC , Warre hives and skeps and sam-
pled gadgets and gizmos galore.

Diseases prevalent in the 80’'s have lost
their vitality while others have gained
ground and I'm now braced for doing battle
with the Asian Hornet with currently around
20 colonies to over winter

Some battles | win, many | lose but after al-
most 40 years in the business one thing |

know for sure is that bees are much clever-
er than me and my clumsy attempts to help
them out and that all the commercial para-
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phernalia on the market cannot match their
iIngenuity or resolve.

Beekeeping has brought much pleasure
over the years ( also confusion, anguish

and stings) and I've gained many friends
( none of whom seem to agree with each
other or with me).

| feel very privileged to be working with
BIBBA and its members and look forward
to meeting with you all at some point. So
as this season ends and with winter soon
upon us | wish you all well in your beekeep-
INg endeavors.

Gareth Trehearn - Social Media

| started keeping bees around 2018 when |
was offered a little patch of derelict land by
the council. Back then | looked after a mod-
est 5 hives and enjoyed the relaxation that
being a hobbyist beekeeper provided.

When coronavirus hit though, furloughed
from work and with plenty of time on my
hands, | decided to advertise online that I'd
collect swarms in my local area for free.

In hindsight, it was predictable that with
everyone locked down at home, swarms
would be spotted much more readily than
usual, but | was still surprised, at the time, to
receive more than 50 calls that spring and
summer.

Frantic hive construction followed and
now, a few years later, | manage around
150 hives in the south Manchester area. I'm
passionate about rearing locally adapted
bees and am proud to have never bought
imported bees.

I'm thrilled to be volunteering with BIBBA
and look forward to getting to know all of
you, the members, as well.




Peeps from
the Past

Article from the American Bee
Journal Vol XX1, Jan 7th 1885

Qut of 107 colonies put in the cellar in the
fall of 1883, all came through alive except
one, which the rats destroyed. | lost 3 col-
onies by spring dwindling, sold 23, and in-
creased my apiary to 126 colonies. | never
before had my bees in so fine a condition

for business as they were through June and
July; and had all season been as favourable

as the last three weeks of June, the honey
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crop would have been immense; but about

July 1the flow ceased, swarming stopped
all at once, and seven of my last swarms
did not have sufficient honey, with all that
they had gathered up to September 15, to
keep them from starvation. | have already
lost 9 colonies, and | could not open a hive
or feed without having a regular siege with
robbers.
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| have never put my bees into winter quar-
ters with as little stores as they have this
winter. | am feeding 12 colonies now, by
placing partly filled sections on top of the
frames and covering them with a quilt.

| have 106 colonies put away in my cellar,
which is thoroughly ventilated. | am trying
to keep them in that ‘quiescent state — 'hi-
bernation’ — which | think is the keynote to
successful wintering.

A Newfangled Bee-Veil?

A NEW BEE-VEIL.
There are five cross - e

bars united by a rivet
through their center at
thetop. These bars are
buttoned on to studs
on the neck-band. The
bars are of best light §
spring steel; the neck-
band gf be&f hard
spring brass; the cover
is of handsome light
material. It is very | R
easily put together, no trouble to put on or
take off, and folds compactly in a paper box
6x7 inches by one inch deep. There would
be no discomfort in wearing it either day or
night, and the Erbteetion against Mosquitoes,
Flies, Bees, Gnats, etec., is perfect. The
weight of the entire Veil being only five
ounces. Price, by Mail or Express, $1.00.

Special discount to dealers, on 14 dozen or
larger quantities. :

ALFRED H. NEWMAN, |
023 West Madiaun Street, - Chieago, Ills. |




The question of animal breeding in relation
to honeybees is a unigque topic owing, more
especially to its peculiar ways of breed-
INg: the honeybee has a unique position

in animal breeding. The females, queens
and workers develop from fertilized eggs,
whilst drones (males) from unfertilized hap-
loid eggs. The drones have daughters but
no sons and they have no father, but only a
maternal grandfather; hence their unique-
ness. It is this individuality which seems to
be overlooked when it comes down gueen
rearing and reproduction. For over sixty
vears | have taken a keen interest in animal
breeding, including rabbits, rats, hamsters,
race horses and Hereford as a butchers
beast. As | was to quickly find out dealing

“The Drones
Have Daughters
But No Sons”

with poultry, ducks and pigs was relatively
simple as we only need to multiply the new
breed up to a point whereas it supplants
the existing breed. With cattle it is a total-
ly different matter as the gestation periods
iInvolved are so great, and it involves oth-
er iIssues too great to mention in an article
of this kind. Having said that, with using
such livestock one knows who the dam (fe-
male) is and the father (sire) is. Whereas,
with the honeybee in nature it is not. Hav-
INg the benefit of a large herd of Pure Bred
Hereford cattle, | have put to use my own
ideas of "Stock Improvement” known as
"Grading-Up’, simplistically, it is a case of to
cross females of the old breed with males
of the new one, to cross the hybrid females
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Mounting a Hobby Hourse
The Realities of Bee-Breeding

By Michael Badger MBE

so produced with males of the new breed
~and to continue this process. Livestock
production under this method is really the
only way to supplant an existing breed with
anew one is by "“Grading-Up” the old breed
INto new.

Brother Adam OSB & Dr. Colin Butler

In my long life in the world of beekeeping, |
have been most fortunate to have met, and
been a party to conversations with some of
the "great and the mighty” including Brother
Adam and Dr. Colin Butler. As a young man
| was fortunate to spend several summers
at Buckfast Abbey beekeeping with Brother
Adam. | learnt a great amount about prac-
tical beekeeping and how to raise queens
via several methods. On one occasion Dr.
Butler visited the abbey with his wife Jean,
whilst my memory is scant of any discus-
sions on bees, it was more of social en-
counters Much later in 1980, | met up with
Brother Adam at the late Colin Weightmans
home, Shilford, Northumberland. | recall

a discussion on the Isle of Wight Disease
and its spread throughout the UK from the
south, northwards. Interestingly having be-
come endemic in the very south of England
it was not until 1919-20 that it took York-
shire and Lincolnshire in its ravages.
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Adam stated he was aware (in the 70's) of
the advances of science, and that in fact
places like Fountains Abbey, North York-
shire did in fact harbour native bees (it was
noted that he was probably out of touch
due to his monastic life) although in his
iInner sanctum at Buckfastleigh, he had
amassed volumes of technical data. How-
ever, he was sympathetic to reasoning that
the original indigenous British black bee
had survived the effects of the mysterious
acarid mite, more specially to the isolated
areas around Fountains Abbey. In 1999, |
received a letter from Dr. Butler inviting me
to visit him at his home at Cambridge in
1999. | did so, and | took the opportunity to
ask him about his knowledge of the acarine
mite and its spread across the UK coupled
with the 1918 re-stocking scheme. Interest-

iINgly, he remarked that most of his knowl-
edge came to him by word of mouth, and
his correspondence with Brother Adam
and other beekeeping worthies through-
out the land. In addition, he mentioned the
poor means of communication: very few
had telephones, no television or internet
which with hindsight made little or no im-
pact on the situation. Dr Butler felt that on
the knowledge available at the time, the
wholesale feedback of massive colony
l0sses forced MAFF under pressure from
members of parliament had to take drastic
action which they did by the importation
of bees from the continent. The evidence
N the field was a complete wipe-out of na-
tive bee colonies. He said, by the outbreak
of the second world war if any indigenous
bees had survived they would have been
very few and far between, but nonetheless
could exist, and, why was he to say other-
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wise. The only way forward to establish
an indigenous race of bees was to ban
entirely the importation of bees from out-
side the UK. Such a measure over time
with the swarming actions would soon in
a relatively short time see the basis of a
unigue strain of bee. Unfortunately, due to
WTO rules of trade it would be a Hercule-
an task to get any agreement.

‘Tis true, Brother Adam wrote in his books
of the demise of the native British black
bee many years ago, we have to bear in
mind, his books were written at a time
when the knowledge of Fountains Abbey
bees were not known of or the issues of
their existence. Brother Adam conceded
to both Cecil Tonsley and me at the York-
shire Beekeepers 1982 Centenary Con-
ference that he was probably wrong in
his assertions, and science was the final
arbiter. Yet, BIBBA continues to peddle
out unfair criticism of him. What galls me
most, is that none of the BIBBA detrac-
tors ever met him!l Were never prepared
to discuss their findings with him, in truth,
BIBBA should moderate and temper their
views of Brother Adam and his works,
after all, like it or not his name is a house-
hold word in the field of international bee-
keeping. This is hardly the case with oth-
ers in the beekeeping world.

Beowulf Cooper

In my chats with Beowulf Cooper he was
much more charitable in his views on
Brother Adam. He admitted there was a
huge age difference on the subject, and
you cannot teach an old dog new tricks,
please excuse the use of a cliché. As an
aside, in 1975, the late Beowulf Cooper
and | visited the Natural History section
at the British Museum to look at native
Black Bees..we were shown some bees
of around the 1850's, to our surprise we
found they had yellow hairs, intermixed
within the tergal segments, and brown
too..they were anything but black bees!
When Beowulf was attached to MAFF at
Northallerton in the 1960’s, studying dam-
age to potatoes by nematodes and slugs
etc. During his time in North Yorkshire, he



was to meet Bill Slinger a seasonal bee in-
spector at Northallerton, it was at this time
Bill Slinger took Beo to the White Horse
monument area to witness drone assem-
blies. In 1972, | went with both of them to
see these assemblies..quite an experience
especially when Beo launched his lure, and
to see within an instant the drones sur-
rounding the imprisoned queen.

Non- Nature Ways of Bee-Breeding

't Is practically impossible to control mat-
INng’s of honey bees in nature. Various al-
ternative methods have been tried with
particular drones in an enclosure with-

out success. Inthe 1950's and 60’'s meth-
ods of artificial insemination known as
Quinn-Laidlaw, a method of hand mating
and Laidlaw-Watson were tried at Davis
University, California and since then oth-
ers have perfected and improved on these
pioneer methods. The issue still remains
that the drones sperm used is from a drone
in reality whose genetic inheritance is not
known. The sourced characteristics need-
ed which could be said to be economi-
cally-important qualities are gentleness,
moderate swarming, use of propolis, hive
cleaning, dealing with varroa and other is-
sues all of which are mainly determined by
hereditary, which can be recombined in the
most desirable and undesirable conditions.
Beo was alive that some bees had in their
genes to propensity to be “‘robber” as well
as ‘roragers’. The one issue about artificial
Insemination is the queen breeder is able
to reproduce several generations per year.
Scientific means for producing better bred
bees is a topic which is really beyond the
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scope of this article. It has to be accept-
ed the honey bee queen is not productive
INn herself, and that the only true character
we can estimate with certainty is her fertil-
ity. The qualities sought in breeding honey
bees can only be determined by a compar-
Ison of colonies, and as each colony con-
sists of daughters and one mother , where-
as the ordinary selection in bees is really a
selection according to genotype, testing for
guality in this instance is by progeny-test-
INg. This feature ought to make selection in
Ccross-pbred groups of honey-bees very ef-
fective.

Selective Mating Trials in Isolated Lo-
cations.

In the 1970’s experiments were tried by

the author using a redundant oil rig in the
North Sea. These were a failure as record-
ed in an article produced in the Bee Craft
magazine recently. Advice given at the time
was that drones did not take to flying over
water, magnetic fields played a part, and
the fact the bees did not have an horizon

to "home-into’. A year or two earlier exper-
iments tried at Spurn Point, East Yorkshire
were an abject failure due to sea frets, cold-
ness hampering flying and lack of forage.

Conclusion

Breeding a native bee is hampered by the
annual influx of imported bees, as each
year new drones appear, and year after
year the mongrelisation of honeybees will
continue. Unless government stops such
importations, matters will continue.

Michael Badger MBE
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The Opinions expressed in articles in
BIBBA Monthly are those of the au- BIBBA
thors and do not necessarily reflect

those of Bibba.

VISit www.bibba.com

Don't forget to follow us on our BIBBA
Facebook page!
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