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Message from the Welsh BKA Chair

Mae’n bleser i Gymdeithas Gwenynwyr Cymru
groesawu Cynhadledd BIBBA yn ôl i Gymru.
Mae bron i ddegawd ers i Gynhadledd
BIBBA/SICAMM gael ei chynnal yng Ngogledd
Cymru ac rydyn ni’n gwybod bod llawer o’n
haelodau a gwenynwyr eraill wedi bod yn
edrych ymlaen yn eiddgar at y penwythnos
hwn, at gael cwrdd â ffrindiau, hen a newydd,
ac at glywed amrywiaeth o ddarlithiau llawn
gwybodaeth ar bynciau amrywiol. Rydyn ni
wedi dod yn gyfarwydd â digwyddiadau ar-lein
dros y blynyddoedd diweddar, ac wrth gwrs,
mae’r rhain wedi bod ac yn dal i fod yn
werthfawr, ond rydyn ni’n gwerthfawrogi’n fawr
iawn y cyfle i gwrdd â’n ffrindiau a’n
cydweithwyr yn BIBBA wyneb yn wyneb
unwaith eto. Diolch I’r trefnwyr am ddewis
Cymru fel lleoliad y gynhadledd a dymunwn
bob llwyddiant iddyn nhw wrth gyflwyno
digwyddiad rydyn ni’n siŵr y bydd yn un
ardderchog.

The WBKA is delighted to welcome the
BIBBA Conference back to Wales. It is
almost a decade since the BIBBA/SICAMM
Conference was held in North Wales and we
know that many of our members and other
beekeepers have been eagerly looking
forward to this weekend and to meeting
friends old and new, and hearing a range of
informative lectures on various topics. We
have become accustomed to online events
over recent years, and of course these have,
and continue to be, of value, but the
opportunity to meet up with our BIBBA friends
and colleagues in person once more is very
much appreciated. We thank the organisers
for choosing Wales as the venue and wish
them every success in delivering what we
know will be an excellent event.

Caroline Mullinex



Croeso gan BIBBA

Mae COVID wedi cael effaith enfawr ar gadw gwenyn, gyda newidiadau mewn patrymau a
ddaeth yn sgil methu cynnal cyfarfodydd wyneb yn wyneb. Ers llacio’r rheoliadau, mae
sefydliadau cadw gwenyn yn nodi bod lefelau presenoldeb mewn cyfarfodydd yn
amrywio’n fawr. Mae deunydd ar-lein wedi dod yn ffordd ddewisol gan lawer er mwyn dod
o hyd i wybodaeth. Gellir gwylio fideos I weddu I’r amgylchiadau, eu stopio ar unwaith a’u
troi yn ôl ac maent ar gael unrhyw amser. Er hyn, nid yw fideo’n galluogi trafodaethau
buddiol. Yn anffodus, mae llawer o sefydliadau wedi archebu siaradwyr yn ddiweddar, yna
wedi gosod y recordiadau ar-lein, felly mae’r gwenynwyr prysur yn gweld nad oes fawr o
ddiben mynychu cyfarfod wyneb yn wyneb, sydd wrth gwrs yn effeithio ar bresenoldeb.
Mae hefyd yn golygu bod y siaradwyr mwyaf adnabyddus a phoblogaidd wedi dioddef yn
sgil gormod o sylw. Mae yna fanteision i fynychu cyfarfodydd, megis cynhadledd BIBBA,
gan fod cyfle i siarad â’r cyflwynwyr a gwenynwyr eraill o ardaloedd eang, lle gellir dysgu
pethau trwy drafodadaethau, a hynny’n aml yn y ciw cinio.

Er y credir yn gyffredinol mai diddordeb mewn gwenyn brodorol yn unig sydd gan BIBBA,
mae deunydd y gorffennol yn dangos bod diddordeb llawer ehangach na hynny. Mae
thema’r gynhadledd “BIBBA: Cefnogaeth Ymarferol i Gadw Gwenyn” yn adlewyrchu
hynny. Mae pob gwenynwr yn wenynwyr ymarferol, p’un a ydynt yn sylweddoli hynny ai
peidio, dim ond bod yn well gan aelodau BIBBA a nifer gynyddol o bobl sydd â diddordeb
yn y maes, yn ei wneud yng nghwmni gwenyn sy’n gweddu i’n hamgylchedd. Yn y rhaglen
mae dwy ffrwd “Y Blynyddoedd Cynnar” ac “Y Blynyddoedd Diweddaraf”, sydd â’r bwriad o
apelio at y gwenynwyr eithaf newydd a’r gwenynwyr mwy profiadol. Fodd bynnag, gall y
mynychwyr ddewis pa gyflwyniad y maent yn dymuno ei fynychu. Dylai’r cyflwyniadau
apelio at bawb, gyda phynciau mor amrywiol â magu brenhines, gwenyn wedi’u haddasu
i’r amgylchedd leol, ymwrthedd varroa, cadw gwenyn ar gyllideb isel, tropilaelaps, cadw
gwenyn i’r rhai sydd ag amser cyfyngedig a chadw gwenyn masnachol/lled-fasnachol, a’r
cyfan gyda’r pwyslais ar wneud hynny gyda gwenyn wedi’u haddasu i’w hamgylchedd lleol.
Mae fformat ychydig yn wahanol yn y gynhadledd hon nag yn y rhai blaenorol.

Yn dilyn rhai cyflwyniadau, bydd sesiwn banel gyda phwnc sy’n perthyn yn agos i’r
cyflwyniad hynny. Yn ogystal â’r siaradwr, bydd panelwyr eraill a fydd yn trafod materion a
chwestiynau a ofynnir gan y gynulleidfa. Bydd adran fechan ar gyfer y fasnach a
sefydliadau cysylltiedig hefyd.

Mae cynhadledd BIBBA 2023 yn dod â ni i Gaerfyrddin, a credir mai hon yw tref hynaf
Cymru. Mae’r brifysgol wedi bod yn gymwynasgar iawn, a dim yn ormod o drafferth iddynt.
Rydym wedi mwynhau cefnogaeth frwd gan BKA Cymru, BKA Caerfyrddin a Chanolfan
Croeso Caerfyrddin. Mae cynhadledd fel hon yn cymryd llawer o gynllunio ac ymdrech gan
lawer o bobl, gyda thasgau fel archebu siaradwyr, gweinyddu, rheoli archebion,
cyhoeddusrwydd, gwaith dylunio, cyfieithu popeth I’r Gymraeg a llawer mwy. Rydym yn
ddiolchgar iddynt oll, y siaradwyr, y masnachwyr ac I chi am wneud yr ymdrech i fod yn
bresennol. Gobeithiwn y byddwch yn mwynhau’r gynhadledd ac y bydd y mynychwyr yn
dychwelyd adref gyda llawer o syniadau a gwybodaeth I’ch helpu i ddeall eich gwenyn yn
well a’u trin mewn modd gofalgar.



Welcome from BIBBA

COVID has had a huge impact on beekeeping, with changes in patterns that were brought
about by being unable to have face-to-face meetings. Since relaxation of regulations,
beekeeping organisations are reporting wide variation in attendance levels at meetings.
Online material has become the chosen way of sourcing information for many. Videos can
be viewed to suit circumstances, stopped instantly and rewound, as well as being
permanently available, although there is not the benefit of discussion. Unfortunately, many
organisations have recently booked speakers, then placed the recordings online, so the
busy beekeeper sees there is little point in attending a face-to-face meeting, which of
course affects attendances. It also means the better-known and popular speakers have
suffered from over-exposure. There are still benefits in attending meetings, such as the
BIBBA conference, as there is the opportunity to speak to the presenters and other
beekeepers from a wide area, where things can be learnt by discussion, often in the
dinner queue.

Although BIBBA is widely thought to only be interested in native bees, past material shows
there has always been a much wider interest. The conference theme “BIBBA: Supporting
Practical Beekeeping” reflects that. All beekeepers are practical beekeepers, whether
they realise it or not, it’s just that BIBBA members and a fast-growing sector of the craft
prefer to do it in the company of bees that suit our environment. In the programme there
are two streams “The Early Years” and “The Later Years”, that are intended to appeal to
both the newer and more experienced beekeeper, although attendees can choose
whichever presentation they wish. The presentations should appeal to everyone, with such
diverse topics as queen rearing, locally adapted bees, varroa resistance, beekeeping on a
budget, tropilaelaps, beekeeping for those with limited time and commercial/semi-
commercial beekeeping, all with the emphasis on doing it with locally adapted bees.

There is a slightly different format at this conference than at previous ones. Following
some presentations, there will be a panel session with a topic closely allied to the
presentation. As well as the speaker, there will be other panellists who will discuss issues
and questions that are posed by the audience. There will also be a small section for the
trade and associated organisations.

The 2023 BIBBA conference brings us to Carmarthen, which is widely thought to be the
oldest town in Wales. The university have been very helpful, with nothing being too much
trouble. We have enjoyed enthusiastic support from the Welsh BKA, Carmarthen BKA and
the Carmarthen Tourist Information Centre. A conference such as this takes a lot of
planning and effort from a lot of people, with such tasks as booking speakers,
administration, managing bookings, publicity, design work, translating everything into
Welsh and much more. We are grateful to them all, the speakers, traders and to you for
making the effort to attend. We hope you enjoy the conference and attendees go home
with lots of ideas and information to help you understand your bees more and work with
them in a caring manner.



Ychydig o wybodaeth am BIBBA

Ffurfiwyd BIBBA fel Cymdeithas Bridwyr Gwenyn y Pentref (VBBA) ym 1963 gan grŵp o
wenynwyr a oedd yn anghytuno â’r farn ar y pryd bod y wenynen frodorol Apis mellifera
mellifera (Amm) wedi darfod o’r tir o ganlyniad i’r “Isle of Wight Disease”, a oedd yn
broblem 40-50 mlynedd ynghynt. Roeddent am wella’r gwenyn oedd yn bodoli bryd hynny.
Newidiwyd yr enw i BIBBA sawl blwyddyn yn ddiweddarach. Serch hynny, mae nodau
gwreiddiol y gymdeithas yn parhau yr un peth hyd heddiw, gyda gweithgareddau tebyg
sy’n cael eu cyflwyno trwy ddulliau amgen.
Mynychwyd y cyfarfod cyntaf gan chwech o bobl ac yn sgil ymroddiad a gwaith caled gan
linell faith o aelodau, y mae’r hyn a gynigir gan BIBBA wedi denu dros 1,000 o aelodau
erbyn hyn. Dyma rai enghreifftiau o’r hyn a gynigir:

Rhaglen Genedlaethol Gwella Gwenyn (NatBIP) https://bibba.com/natbip/

Nod y fenter hon gan BIBBA yw i leihau’r nifer o wenyn mêl sy’n cael eu mewnforio i
Brydain, Iwerddon ac ynysoedd cysylltiedig a gwella ansawdd ein gwenyn mêl. Nod
NatBIP yw darparu ffordd ymlaen i sicrhau dyfodol sefydlog a chynaliadwy ar gyfer cadw
gwenyn.
Dros y ddegawd diwethaf mae mewnforio gwenyn a breninesau wedi bod yn cynyddu ar
raddfa gyflym. Nododd y Cynllun Gwenyn Iach, 2009 (yng Nghymru a Lloegr), Strategaeth
Iechyd Gwenyn Mêl, 2010 (yr Alban) a Chynllun Gwenyn Iach 2030 (cyhoeddwyd
Tachwedd 2020) fod mewnforio’r rhain yn gallu peri risg bio-ddiogelwch i’n gwenyn. Ni ellir
sicrhau gostyngiad yn nifer y mewnforion, ac felly yn y risgiau sy’n wynebu ein gwenyn,
oni bai bod dewis arall, megis NatBIP, yn cael ei ddarparu ynghyd â rheswm da i
gyfiawnhau’r dewis hwnnw.

Cyhoeddiadau https://bibba.com/books/

Mae BIBBA yn adnabyddus am gyhoeddi gwybodaeth da a chadarn. Yn ddiweddar rydym
wedi ffurfio is-bwyllgor cyhoeddi sydd wedi cyflwyno teitlau newydd ac ailwampio rhai hŷn.
Bydd detholiad o’r rhain ar werth ar stondin BIBBA yn y gynhadledd.

CaSCA https://bibba.com/casca/

Y mae CaSCA yn acronym o ‘Commercial and Semi-Commercial Apiarists’, sy’n fenter
newydd gan BIBBA. Bwriad y fenter yw cynorthwyo pob gwenynwr sy’n gwerthu cynnyrch
o gychod gwenyn yn rheolaidd drwy o leiaf un siop, beth bynnag yw ei raddfa.
Wrth gynyddu nifer y cytrefi, mae angen rheoli gwenyn yn wahanol. Mae materion eraill i’w
hystyried hefyd, megis rheoliadau, ond ni addysgir pobl am y materion hynny’n aml. Mae
cymorth ar gael gan CaSCA wrth i’r fenter rannu gwybodaeth a phrofiadau.

Bydd rhagor o wybodaeth ar gael yn y cyflwyniad gan Roger Patterson.



A little about BIBBA

BIBBA was formed as the Village Bee Breeders Association (VBBA) in 1963 by a group of
beekeepers who disagreed with the then view that our native bee Apis mellifera mellifera
(Amm) was made extinct by the “Isle of Wight Disease”, that was a problem of 40-50 
years earlier. They wanted to improve the bees that existed at that time. The name was 
changed several years later, though the original aims are still the same as today with 
similar activities, but advantage has been taken of opportunities and different ways of 
achieving them.
The inaugural meeting was attended by six people, but through dedication and hard work 
by a long line of members, there are currently over 1,000 members who are attracted by 
what BIBBA has to offer, some examples of which are below.

National Bee Improvement Programme (NatBIP) https://bibba.com/natbip/

This is a BIBBA initiative with the twin aims of reducing the number of imports of honey 
bees into Britain, Ireland and associated islands and of improving the quality of our honey 
bees. NatBIP aims to provide a way forward to a stable and sustainable future for our 
beekeeping.
Imports of bees and queens have been rising rapidly in the past decade. The Healthy 
Bees Plan, 2009 (England and Wales), and the Honey Bee Health Strategy, 2010 
(Scotland), identified imports as a possible biosecurity risk to our bees, as does 
the Healthy Bees Plan 2030 (published November 2020). A reduction in the number of 
imports, and therefore in the risks facing our bees, can only be achieved if an alternative, 
such as NatBIP, is provided, along with a good reason for choosing that alternative.

Publications https://bibba.com/books/

BIBBA has always been known for publishing good, sound information. We have recently 
formed a publishing sub-committee who have introduced some new titles and revamped 
older ones. A selection of these will be on sale on the BIBBA stand at the conference.

CaSCA https://bibba.com/casca/

CaSCA is the acronym of Commercial and Semi-Commercial Apiarists, that is a new 
initiative of BIBBA. It is intended to be a facility to help all beekeepers who regularly sell 
hive products through at least one outlet, whatever their scale.
When increasing the number of colonies, bees need to be managed differently than when 
only a few are kept. There are other issues, such as regulations, that may have to be 
considered, but are not often taught. Help is available from CaSCA, through the sharing of 
knowledge and experience.

Further information will be available in the presentation by Roger Patterson.



Mae dwy ffrwd:-

Ystafell 2: “Blynyddoedd Cynnar” ar gyfer gwenynwyr sy’n datblygu eu gwybodaeth
a’u sgiliau ac sydd am symud ymlaen o’r hyn y maent wedi’i ddysgu fel
dechreuwyr.

Ystafell 1: “Blynyddoedd Diweddarach” ar gyfer gwenynwyr mwy datblygedig a
chyffredinol.

Mae croeso i gyfranogwyr fynychu pa bynnag gyflwyniad y dymunant.

Dydd Gwener, Medi 1af
12.00 ymlaen. Lleoliad ar agor
15.00 Philip Johnes: Manylion I’w cadarnhau. Taith i Gerdded y Dref
18.20 Croeso
18.30 Cyflwyniad Ystafell I’w gadarnhau

Kevin Williams: “Hanes a Thraddodiadau Cadw Gwenyn yng Nghymru.”
19.30 Swper
20.30 Cwis Ystafell I’w gadarnhau

Arferion a'r gyfer cyflwyniadau

1. Troi i fyny 5 munud yn gynnar er mwyn cychwyn a'r amser.
2. Troi ffon symudol i ffwrdd, neu rhoi ar dawel.
3. Mae croeso i chi gymryd nodiadau.
4. Dim cymryd lluniau na fideos o'r cyflwyniadau os gwelwch yn dda.

Rhaglen Cynhadledd BIBBA 2023

“BIBBA: Cefnogaeth Ymarferol i Gadw Gwenyn”

Hoffai BIBBA achub ar y cyfle hwn i ddiolch i holl staff UWSTD am eu holl gymorth, cyngor ac
arbenigedd wrth drefnu ein Cynhadledd Pen-blwydd yn 60 oed. Maent wedi gweithio’n ddiflino y tu
ôl i’r llenni i sicrhau y byddai ein digwyddiad yng Nghaerfyrddin yn rhedeg yn esmwyth ac i sicrhau
arhosiad cyfforddus a phleserus. Diolch yn arbennig i Chloe Parsons a Sofie Hopkins ac i Elin
Lloyd Williams y gwerthfawrogwyd eu sylw i fanylder a diwydrwydd yn fawr ac sydd wedi
cyfrannu’n bennaf at lwyddiant ein confensiwn.



There are two streams:-

Room 2: “Early Years” for beekeepers who are developing their knowledge and
skills and want to move on from what they may have been taught as
beginners.

Room 1: “Later Years” for more advanced and general.

Participants are free to attend whichever presentation they wish.

Friday 1 Sept
from 12.00 Venue open
15.00 Town Walk: Philip Johnes: Details TBA
18.20 Welcome
18.30 Presentation Room TBA

Kevin Williams: “History and Traditions of Bee Keeping in Wales”
19.30 Dinner
20.30 Quiz Room TBA

Etiquette for presentations

1. Turn up 5 minutes early so they can start on time
2. Phone off or on silent
3. Feel free to make notes
4. No photographs or videos of the presentation material please

BIBBA Conference Programme 2023

“BIBBA: Supporting Practical Beekeeping”

BIBBA would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff of UWSTD for all their help advice
and expertise in arranging our 60th Anniversary Conference. They have worked tirelessly behind
the scenes to ensure that our event at Carmarthen would run smoothly and to ensure a
comfortable and enjoyable stay. Special thanks go to Chloe Parsons and Sofie Hopkins and to Elin
Lloyd Williams whose attention to detail and diligence was greatly appreciated and has contributed
in no small part to the success of our convention.



Dydd Sadwrn, Medi’r 2il

8.15 Cofrestru
9.15 - 9.30 Cyflwyniad a Chynhadledd Agored
Ystafell 1 Caroline Mullinex. Cadeirydd BKA Cymru

9.30 - 10.30 Cyflwyniad
Ystafell 1: Dan Etheridge: “Gwiddonyn y Tropilaeplaps - cymar tŷ egsotig Varroa!”

10.30 - 11.00 Egwyl

11.00 - 12.30 Cyflwyniadau
Ystafell 1 Steve Riley: “Adnabod nodweddion sy’n gwrthsefyll varroa”

Panel: “Mae gennym ni wenyn sy’n gwrthsefyll varroa; a oes
gennym ni wenynwyr sy’n gwrthod derbyn hyn?”

Ystafell 2 Lynfa Davies: “Magu brenines o nifer fechan o gytrefi”
Panel: “A yw magu brenhines ar raddfa fechan yn anodd?”

12.30 -13.30 Cinio

13.30 - 15.00 Cyflwyniadau
Ystafell 1 Ceri Morgan: “Gwneud bywoliaeth o wenyn sydd wedi eu haddasu i’w

hamgylchedd lleol”
Panel: “Gwenyn sydd wedi addasu I’w hamgyledd lleol: ydyn

nhw’n adnodd pwysig?”
Ystafell 2 Karl Colyer: “Cadw Gwenyn ar Gyllideb”

Panel: “A all cadw gwenyn fod yn ddidordeb di-gost?”

15.00 - 15.30Egwyl

15.30 - 17.00Cyflwyniadau
Ystafell 1 Lynfa Davies: “Pam y dylem annog dronau a sut y gallwn wneud

hynny?”
Panel: “A ddylen ni hyrwyddo mwy ar reoli dronau?”

Ystafell 2: Jo Widdicombe: “Brodorol, bron yn frodorol, wedi’i addasu’n lleol neu
Wedi’i mewnforio?”

Panel: “Dull amgen - Symud tuag at wella gwenyn cynaliadwy.”

19.00 Swper

Rhaglen Cynhadledd BIBBA 2023

“BIBBA: Cefnogaeth Ymarferol i Gadw Gwenyn”



Saturday 2 Sept

8.15 Registration
9.15 – 9.30 Introduction and Open Conference, 
Room 1 Caroline Mullinex: Welsh BKA Chair

9.30 – 10.30 Presentation,
Room 1 Dan Etheridge: “The Tropilaeplaps mite - Varroa’s exotic house mate!”

10.30 – 11.00 Break

11.00 – 12.30 Presentations
Room 1 Steve Riley: “Identifying varroa resistant traits”

Panel:              “We have varroa resistant bees; do we have resistant 
beekeepers?”

Room 2 Lynfa Davies: “Queen rearing with just a few colonies”
Panel: “Is small scale queen rearing difficult?”

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch

13.30 – 15.00 Presentations
Room 1 Ceri Morgan: “Making a living from Locally Adapted Bees”

Panel: “Locally adapted bees: are they an important resource?”
Room 2 Karl Colyer: “Beekeeping on a Budget”

Panel: “Can beekeeping be a zero cost hobby?”

15.00 – 15.30 Break

15.30 – 17.00 Presentations
Room 1 Lynfa Davies: “How and why encourage drones?”

Panel: “Should we promote drone management more?”
Room 2 Jo Widdicombe: “Native, near-native, locally adapted or imported?”

Panel: “An alternative approach - Moving towards sustainable
bee improvement”

19.00 Dinner

BIBBA Conference Programme 2023

“BIBBA: Supporting Practical Beekeeping”



Dydd Sul, Medi’r 3ydd

8.15 Cofrestru

9.00 – 10.00 Cyflwyniadau
Ystafell 1 Dorian Pritchard: “Blaenoriaethau genetig ar gyfer cadwraeth gwenyn

mêl A’u gweithredoedd mewn gwarchodfa Gwenyn
Tywyll newydd.”

Ystafell 2 Helen Tworkowski: “Gwersi o’r Sied Wenyn.”

10.00 - 10.30 Egwyl

10.30 - 12.00 Cyflwyniadau
Ystafell 1 Roger Patterson: “BIBBA: Diffinio a Chefnogi Gwenynwyr Masnachol

ar Raddfa Fechan.”
Panel: “Beth a sut y gall BIBBA wneud mwy i gefnogi

Gwenynwyr Masnachol ar Raddfa Fechan?”
Ystafell 2 Kevin Thorn:  “Mae cynhyrchu breninesau sydd wedi eu haddasu

i’w hamgylchedd leol yn fwy o hwyl na’u prynu.”
Panel: “Prynu breninesau: Ydyn ni bob amser yn gwybod

beth rydyn Ni’n ei gael a pham y dylen ni boeni?”
12.00 - 13.00 Cinio

13.00 - 14.30 Cyflwyniadau
Ystafell 1 Colm ONeill:   “Asesu cytrefi: Sut i adnabod y perfformwyr gorau.”

Panel: “A ddylem asesu cytrefi i weddu I’r gwenyn, y gwenynwr
yntau’r ddau?”

Ystafell 2 David Parker:  “Cadw gwenyn a gweithio’n llawn amser.”
Panel: “Syniadau a Chyngor i Wenynwyr sydd ag amser

cyfyngedig.”

14.30 – 14.40 Cyfnod newid

14.40 – 15.40 Cyflwyniadau
Ystafell 1 David Parker ar ran BKA Weybridge: “Firws Parlys Gwenyn Cronig

(CBPV). Profiad un aelod o’r BKA.”
Ystafell 2 Peter Jenkins: “Ymagwedd KISS at Gadw Gwenyn.”

Rhaglen Cynhadledd BIBBA 2023

“BIBBA: Cefnogaeth Ymarferol i Gadw Gwenyn”



Sunday 3 Sept

8.15 Registration

9.00 – 10.00 Presentations
Room 1 Dorian Pritchard: “Genetic priorities for honey bee conservation and 

their application in a new Dark Bee reserve”
Room 2 Helen Tworkowski: “Lessons from the Bee Shed”

10.00 – 10.30 Break

10.30 – 12.00 Presentations
Room 1 Roger Patterson: “BIBBA: Defining and Supporting Small-Scale 

Commercial Beekeepers”
Panel: ”What and how can BIBBA do more to support Small-

Scale Commercial Beekeepers?”
Room 2 Kevin Thorn: “Producing locally adapted queens is more fun than

buying them”
Panel: “Bought queens: Do we always know what we are 

getting and why should we care?”

12.00 – 13.00 Lunch

13.00 – 14.30 Presentations
Room 1 Colm ONeill: “Colony assessment: How to identify top performers”

Panel: “Should we assess colonies to suit the bees, beekeeper 
or both?”

Room 2 David Parker: “Beekeeping with a full time job”
Panel: “Hints and Tips for Beekeepers with limited time”

14.30 – 14.40 Changeover

14.40 – 15.40 Presentations
Room 1 David Parker on behalf of Weybridge BKA: “Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus

(CBPV). One BKAs experience”
Room 2 Peter Jenkins: “The KISS Approach to Beekeeping”

End of conference

BIBBA Conference Programme 2023

“BIBBA: Supporting Practical Beekeeping”



Cyflwynydd: Steve Riley, Kent

Cadeirydd a Swyddog Addysg presennol i
Westerham Beekeepers sy’n glwb ar y ffin rhwng
Kent a Surrey. Dechreuodd grŵp o wenynwyr
brosiect yn 2017 i ddewis nodweddion sy’n
gwrthsefyll varroa a ganfyddwyd o ymchwil ar gytrefi
ag ymwrthedd hirdymor a’u data eu hunain. Aelod o’r
tîm “Llwybr i ymwrthedd varroa yn y DU”, dan
arweiniad yr Athro Stephen Martin, a gyhoeddodd y
wefan addysgol ym mis Ebrill 2023:
www.varroaresistant.uk

Cyflwyniad: “Adnabod nodweddion sy’n
gwrthsefyll varroa”

Bydd y cyflwyniad yn cysylltu nodweddion gwenyn
mêl ymwrthol â’r gwaith ymarferol o gadw gwenyn.
Bydd yn cynnwys y technegau monitro i ddod o hyd
I’r nodweddion hyn, esboniadau bioleg pam mae
varroa yn cael ei reoli gan y gwenyn a phwysigrwydd
magu o gytrefi sy’n “gwrthsefyll varroa” er mwyn
gwella gwenyn. Bydd profiad ac ymchwil Gwenynwyr
Westerham yn cael eu rhannu, ynghyd â
mewnwelediadau i ymchwil wyddonol flaenllaw ac
astudiaethau achos gan wenynwyr eraill sydd â
hanes hirdymor o reoli cytrefi sy’n gwrthsefyll varroa.

Testun y panel: “Mae gennym ni wenyn sy’n
gwrthsefyll varroa; a oes gennym ni wenynwyr
sy’n gwrthod derbyn hyn?”

Presenter: Steve Riley. Kent.

Current Chair & Education Officer at
Westerham Beekeepers, a club in the Kent /
Surrey borders. A group of like-minded
beekeepers started a project in 2017 to select
for varroa resistant traits identified from
research on long-term resistant colonies and
from their own data. A member of the “Path to
varroa resistance in the UK” team, led by
Professor Stephen Martin, that published the
educational website in April 2023:
www.varroaresistant.uk

Presentation: “Identifying varroa resistant 
traits”

The presentation will link the traits of resistant
honey bees to practical beekeeping.
Including the monitoring techniques to find
these traits, the biology of why varroa is being
controlled by the bees and the importance, for
bee improvement, of breeding from “Varroa
Resistant” colonies. The experience and
research from Westerham Beekeepers will be
shared, together with insights from leading
scientific research and case studies of other
beekeepers with a long-term track record of
managing varroa resistant colonies.

Panel topic: “We have varroa resistant 
bees; do we have resistant beekeepers?”



Cyflwynydd: Helen Tworkowski. Dyfnaint.

Rwy’n byw yn Nyffryn Tamar sy’n ffurfio'r ffin i lawer
o Ddyfnaint a Chernyw. Ar ôl mwy nag 20 mlynedd
o gadw gwenyn rwy’n dal yn llawn cyffro ar
ddechrau’r tymor. Rwy’n cadw gwenyn cymysgryw
eithaf tywyll ac yn magu fy mreninesau fy hun. Ar
hyn o bryd rwy’n rhan o grŵp fechan sy’n ceisio
magu breninesau sy’n gallu goddef varroa ac nad
oes angen triniaeth arnynt. Mae’n sicr yn daith!
Fel gwenynwr rwy’n ymwybodol bod gennym
gyfrifoldeb nid yn unig i ofalu am wenyn mêl, ond yr
holl wenyn. Credaf fod gwenynwyr mewn sefyllfa
dda I gefnogi bob pryfyn sy’n peillio. Mae dysgu sut
i gadw gwenyn hefyd wedi fy ngalluogi I Rannu’r
angerdd hyn.

Cyflwyniad: “Gwersi o’r Sied Wenyn”

Mae’r sgwrs hon yn daith trwy rai o’r gwersi cadw
gwenyn y dymunwn fod wedi eu dysgu flynyddoedd
yn ôl. Nid oes prinder cyngor ar sut i fod yn
wenynwr - o You Tube i Facebook neu
ddarlithoedd ar Zoom. Ond nid yw bob amser yn
hawdd pwyso a mesur y cyngor hynny sydd ar
brydiau’n gwrth-ddweud ei hun. Byddaf yn ceisio
rhoi rhai awgrymiadau i chi.
Mae yna ychydig o egwyddorion pwysig wrth gadw
gwenyn. Rwyf am edrych ar rai ohonynt a sut y
gallwn eu hadnabod a’u cymhwyso. Byddaf yn
rhannu fy meddyliau â chi ar bynciau megis:

• Defnydd o’r ysmygwr ac offer amddiffynnol
• Rheoli heidiau
• Gwenyn ymosodol
• Creu sylfaen o gŵyr
• Cadw cofnodion

Rwy’n gobeithio y bydd y sgwrs hon yn ychwanegu
at eich parch at y pryfyn gwych hwn ac yn cynnig
ychydig o syniadau i chi ar sut i ddod yn wenynwyr
gwell.

Presenter: Helen Tworkowski. Devon.

I live in the Tamar Valley that forms the border
for much of Devon and Cornwall. After more
than 20 years of beekeeping I am still gripped
with excitement at the start of the season. I
keep darkish mongrel bees and breed my own
queens. I am currently part of small group trying
to breed queens that can tolerate varroa and do
not need treatment. It is a journey.
As a beekeeper I am conscious that we have a
responsibility not only to care for honeybees,
but all bees. I believe that beekeepers are well
placed to advocate for all pollinating insects.
Teaching beekeeping has also enabled me to
share these passions.

Presentation: “Lessons from the Bee Shed”

This talk is a journey through a few of the
beekeeping lessons I wish I had learnt years
ago.
There is no shortage of advice on how to be a
beekeeper: from You Tube via Facebook to
Zoom Lectures. But it is not always easy to
weigh up this sometimes conflicting advice. I will
try and give you some pointers.
There are a few important principles in
beekeeping. I want to look at some of these and
how we can recognize them and apply them. I
will share with you my thoughts on such topics
as:
• Use of the smoker and protective equipment
• Swarm control
• Aggressive bees
• Drawing foundation
• Record keeping

I hope that this talk will enhance your respect for
this wonderful insect and given you a few ideas
as to how to become a less bad beekeeper.



Cyflwynydd: Karl Colyer. Sir Gaer.

Mae Karl wedi bod yn cadw gwenyn ers 2003.
Mae’n mwynhau adeiladu ei gychod gwenyn ei
hun, o bren wedi’i ailgylchu lle’n bosib, ac mae’n
fridiwr gwenyn ymarferol iawn, sy’n amlygu ei
brofiad peirianneg, ansawdd a chynhyrchu i’r eithaf.
Mae Karl wedi sefydlu menter gymdeithasol ddi-elw
(www.beesinourcommunity.org.uk)
sy’n gosod cychod gwenyn wedi’u gwneud â llaw
ynghyd â gwenyn a fagwyd yn lleol ac sydd wedi
addasu i’r amgylchedd leol ar eiddo cwmnïau, ar
ffermdir, yn ogystal ag yng ngerddi unigolion. Mae
hyn yn creu chwilfrydedd cynyddol o gwmpas
gwenyn ac yn ysgogi pobl i fod eisiau eu cefnogi a
(gobeithio) cadw eu rhai eu hunain. Mae’n mentora
nifer o wenynwyr newydd ac mae ganddo nifer
cynyddol o gychod gwenyn yn Swydd Gaer a thu
hwnt.

Cyflwyniad: “Cadw Gwenyn ar Gyllideb”

Fel unrhyw ddiddordeb neu ddibyniaeth arall, gellir
cadw gwenyn ar gyllideb isel a’i gadw dan reolaeth
neu ar y llaw arall fe all gymryd rheolaeth o’ch
bywyd a’ch holl incwm.
Weithiau, mae cadw pethau’n syml ac yn hyblyg yn
caniatáu’r mwynhad mwyaf am y gost isaf. Bydd
Karl yn trafod sut y newidiodd ei feddylfryd a’i
ddulliau o gadw gwenyn dros yr 20 mlynedd
diwethaf ar ôl adeiladu a sefydlu dros 300 o gychod
gwenyn at ei ddefnydd ei hun ac ar gyfer eraill.

Testun y panel: “Gall cadw gwenyn fod yn
ddidordeb di-gost”

Presenter: Karl Colyer. Cheshire.

Karl has been keeping bees since 2003. He
enjoys building his own hives from recycled
wood where he can and is a very practical and
hands-on bee breeder, bringing his engineering,
quality and production experience to the fore.
Karl has set up a not-for-profit social enterprise
(www.beesinourcommunity.org.uk) which
places hand-made hives and home-bred locally
adapted bees onto company properties, onto
farmland as well as into individual’s back
gardens. This creates a growing curiosity for
bees and catalyses people to want to support
them and (hopefully) keep their own. He
mentors a number of new beekeepers and has
a growing number of hives in Cheshire and
beyond.

Presentation: “Beekeeping on a Budget”

Like any hobby or other addiction, beekeeping
can be done on a low budget and kept under
control or it can pretty much take over your life
and your disposable income.
Sometimes, keeping it simple and flexible
allows the maximum enjoyment to be obtained
for minimum cost. Karl will talk through how his
thinking and approaches to beekeeping
changed over the last 20 years having built and
set up over 300 hives in this time for his own
use and for others.

Panel topic: “Can beekeeping be a zero cost
hobby”



Cyflwynydd: Roger Patterson. Gorllewin Sussex.

Mae Roger Patterson yn wenynwr ymarferol a ddechreuodd
gadw gwenyn yng NgorllewinSussex yn 1963. Mae’n
ymwneud yn helaeth â’r grefft wrth ei fod yn arddangoswr yn
ei BKA lleol ers y 1970au cynnar ac yn reolwr ar eu
gwenynfa addysgu. Cafodd dymor llawn fel Ymddiriedolwr
BBKA ac ar hyn o bryd mae’n Is-lywydd Bee Diseases
Insurance Ltd (BDI) ac yn Llywydd BIBBA. Mae ganddo
brofiad helaeth gyda nifer gweddol fawr o gytrefi, ei rai ei
hun ac eraill. Tra’n gweithio swydd lawn amser, bu’n cadw
130 o gychod gwenyn ei hun am tua 15 blynedd.
Yn ogystal ag ymddangos mewn sawl fideo, mae Roger yn
awdur a siaradwr cynhyrchiol, lle mae’n trosglwyddo’r
wybodaeth y mae’n ei gaffael trwy brofiad ac arsylwi
gwenyn yn y gobaith y bydd yn helpu gwenynwyr eraill i
gadw eu gwenyn mewn modd deallus a gofalgar.
Mae’n berchen ac yn rheoli gwefan Dave Cushman
www.dave-cushman.net sy’n cael ei derbyn fel un o
wefannau cadw gwenyn mwyaf cynhwysfawr y byd.

Cyflwyniad: “BIBBA: Cefnogi Gwenynwyr Masnachol ar
Raddfa Fechan”

Beth yw ystyr lled-fasnachol? Wel, mae yna lif rheolaidd o
wenynwyr sy’n cynyddu nifer eu cytrefi, boed hynny wedi ei
gynllunio neu trwy ddamwain. Yn y pen draw, mae ganddynt
fêl, cwyr a chynhyrchion eraill dros ben felly maent yn eu
gwerthu trwy un neu fwy o siopau.
Maent felly yn lled-fasnachol, er efallai nad ydynt ond yn
lleihau cost eu diddordeb neu’n ychwanegu at eu hincwm.
Wrth i nifer y cytrefi gynyddu, mae problemau annisgwyl yn
codi’n gyson, yn enwedig i wenynwyr brwdfrydig ond
amhrofiadol. Efallai y bydd angen mabwysiadu agweddau
gwahanol gyda thechnegau rheoli mwy effeithlon ac addas.
Yn aml, nid yw’r sector pwysig hwn o wenynwyr, sydd o
bosib yn cadw llai na 40 o gychod gwenyn, yn cael ei
wasanaethu’n dda gan eu bod yn rhy fawr i lawer o BKAs
lleol ac yn rhy fach i’r corff proffesiynol. Mae BIBBA wedi
cydnabod hyn ac wedi cyflwyno grŵp wedi’I anelu at
“Wenynwyr Masnachol a Lled-fasnachol” (CaSCA). Mae
llawer o aelodau BIBBA yn y sefyllfa hon, felly mae cyfoeth
o brofiad y gellir ei rannu ar sail genedlaethol. Bydd y
cyflwyniad hwn yn amlygu rhai o’r materion ac yn rhoi rhai
awgrymiadau ar sut y gall BIBBA helpu gwenynwyr sy’n
gwerthu cynnyrch, neu’n bwriadu gwerthu, i redeg
gweithrediad cadw gwenyn hyfyw a gobeithio lleihau rhai o’r
methiannau niferus.

Testun y panel: “Beth a sut y gall BIBBA wneud mwy i
gefnogi Gwenynwyr Masnachol ar Raddfa Fechan?”

Presenter: Roger Patterson. West Sussex.

Roger Patterson is a practical beekeeper who started
beekeeping in West Sussex in 1963. He is heavily
involved in the craft, being a demonstrator at his local
BKA since the early 1970s and manager of their teaching
apiary. He had a full term as BBKA Trustee, is currently
Vice President of Bee Diseases Insurance Ltd (BDI) and
BIBBA President. He has vast experience with a fairly
large number of colonies, both his own and others. With a
full-time job, he ran 130 of his own for about 15 years.
In addition to featuring in many videos, Roger is a prolific
writer and speaker, where he passes on the knowledge
gained from experience and observing bees, in the hope
it helps beekeepers to keep their bees in an
understanding and caring way.
He owns and manages Dave Cushman’s website
www.dave-cushman.net , that is accepted as one of the
world’s most comprehensive beekeeping websites.

Presentation: “BIBBA: Supporting Small-Scale
Commercial Beekeepers”

What do we mean by semi-commercial? Well, there is a
regular stream of beekeepers who increase their colony
numbers, whether by accident or design. They end up
with surplus honey, wax and other products, so sell
through one or more outlets. They are thus semi-
commercial, even though they may only be reducing the
cost of their hobby or augmenting their income. As the
number of colonies grows, unforeseen problems often
arise, especially for enthusiastic, but inexperienced
beekeepers. A different approach with more efficient and
suitable management techniques may need to be
adopted.
Often, this important sector of beekeepers, with perhaps
less than 40 hives, isn’t well served, as they are too large
for many local BKAs and too small for the professional
body.
BIBBA have recognised this and have introduced a group
aimed at “Commercial and Semi-Commercial Apiarists”
(CaSCA). There are many BIBBA members in this
position, so there is a wealth of experience that can be
shared on a national basis. This presentation will highlight
some of the issues and give some suggestions of how
BIBBA can help beekeepers who sell products, or intend
to, to run a viable beekeeping operation and hopefully
reduce some of the many failures.

Panel topic: “What and how can BIBBA do more to
support Small-Scale Commercial Beekeepers?”



Cyflwynydd: Jo Widdicombe. Cernyw.

Mae Jo wedi bod yn cadw gwenyn ers yr
80au ac wedi bod yn aelod o BIBBA ers
hynny.
Mae wedi bod yn arolygydd gwenyn, yn
wenynwr masnachol ac yn gyn-Lywydd
BIBBA. Ef yw awdur y llyfr, “The Principles of
Bee Improvement”, ac mae’n ceisio dangos y
gallwn ni gyd gyfrannu at gynnal gwenyn
gwell yn ein hardal, neu trwy gymryd y
camau anghywir byddwn yn gwneud y
gwrthwyneb gan ychwanegu at y broblem.

Cyflwyniad: “Brodorol, bron yn frodorol,
wedi eu addasu i’w hamgychfyd lleol neu
wedi eu mewnforio?”

Gweithredoedd gwenynwyr dros nifer o
flynyddoedd sy’n gyfrifol am ein
poblogaethau gwenyn lleol yn bennaf, yn
enwedig wrth iddynt ychwanegu gwenyn o
wahanol isrywogaethau. Y canlyniad ar gyfer
y rhan fwyaf ohonom yw gwenyn croesryw
sy’n digwydd ar hap ac o ansawdd amrywiol
iawn. A oes ffordd gynaliadwy o symud
ymlaen tuag at wenynen o ansawdd gwell?
Sut allwn ni i gyd gyfrannu at dduliau mwy
cadarnhaol gan osgoi parhau â’r dulliau sydd
wedi methu ac yn sy’n cynhyrchu ‘mwy o’r un
peth’ yn unig.

Testun y panel: “Dull amgen - Symud
tuag at wella gwenyn trwy dull
cynaliadwy”

Presenter: Jo Widdicombe. Cornwall.

Jo has been beekeeping since the 80s
and has been a member of BIBBA since
that time.
He has been a bee inspector, a
commercial beekeeper and a past
President of BIBBA. Author of the book,
“The Principles of Bee Improvement”, he
has tried to show that we can all
contribute to better bees in our area, or
indeed the opposite, add to the problem,
by taking the wrong actions.

Presentation: “Native, near-native,
locally adapted or imported?”

Our local bee populations are largely the
result of actions by beekeepers over many
years, particularly the addition of bees of
various sub-species. The net result for
most of us is randomly hybridized bees of
very variable quality. Is there a
sustainable way forward, towards a better-
quality bee? How can we all contribute to
a more positive approach and not merely
continue with failed methods that merely
produce ‘more of the same’.

Panel topic: “An alternative approach -
Moving towards sustainable bee
Improvement”



Cyflwynydd: Dorian Pritchard. Northumberland.

Rwyf wedi ymddeol fel darlithydd prifysgol mewn
Geneteg Ddynol, yn gyn-Swyddog Cadwraeth BIBBA
a chyn-Lywydd SICAMM, gyda Diploma ôl-raddedig
mewn Geneteg Anifeiliaid a PhD ymarferol. Rwyf wedi
cadw gwenyn ers dros 40 mlynedd a bellach rwy’n
cadw rhyw 40 o gychod o Wenyn Tywyll yma yn
Northumberland. Dewisais ddysgu sut I gadw gwenyn
gan wenynwyr eraill a’r gwenyn eu hunain, yn hytrach
nag o lyfrau, sydd yn fy marn i, yn parhau ag arferion
rheoli sy’n fwy priodol i wenyn Môr y Canoldir yn y De
na’r isrywogaeth frodorol sy’n y Gogledd.
Mae’r lledred a’r uchder yma yn galw am adolygu
arferion rheoli ac rwy’n ymwybodol o’r diffyg
dealltwriaeth o’r prif egwyddorion genetig sy’n
hanfodol ar gyfer goroesiad hir dymor gwenyn mêl
brodorol, fel adnodd genetig ac fel cydymaith teilwng
ynddo’i hun.

Cyflwyniad: “Blaenoriaethau genetig ar gyfer
cadwraeth gwenyn mêl a’u gweithredoedd mewn
gwarchodfa Gwenyn Tywyll newydd”

Mae natur yn rheoli bywyd trwy ddileu gwendidau, fel
y dylech chi. Yn gyntaf felly, caniatewch i rymoedd
dethol naturiol wneud eu gwaith. Yn ail, adnabyddwch
y stociau hynny sy’n ffynnu ac yn dangos nodweddion
y dras rydych yn ceisio ei ddiogelu.
Morffometreg adain sy’n dod nesaf. Ar gyfer A. m.
mellifera brodorol, mae Shift Disgoidal negatif
cymedrig a Mynegai Ciwbitol cymedrig o dan 2.1 yn
hanfodol. Yn bedwerydd, rhaid cadarnhau eu statws
brodorol trwy ddadansoddiad DNA o bolymorphisms
niwcleotid sengl (SNPs).
Ewch ati i gynnal amrywiaeth, i gadw llinellau
brenhines, osgoi unffurfiaeth a pheidiwch â lledaenu
merch freninesau lluosog gan fridwyr sengl. Anelwch
at baru eich gwenyn gwyryf â dronau o linellau
brenhines eraill. Casglwch heidiau brodorol gwyllt
sydd o fewn 50 milltir, ond diystyrwch pob brenhines o
hiliau eraill. Lluosogwch y dronau ddaw o bob
brenhines dda o’ch hil ddewisiol.
Cydweithiwch â’r dewis naturiol. Cadwch yn lleol a
chadwch yn agos at natur.

Presenter: Dorian Pritchard. Northumberland.

I am a retired university lecturer in Human
Genetics, former Conservation Officer of BIBBA
and former President of SICAMM, with a
postgraduate Diploma in Animal Genetics and a
practical PhD. I have kept bees for over 40 years
and now maintain some 40 hives of Dark Bees
here in Northumberland. I opted to learn
beekeeping from other beekeepers and the bees
themselves, rather than books, which I see as
perpetuating management practices more
appropriate to Mediterranean bees in the South
than the native subspecies in the North.
This latitude and altitude demand revision of
management practices and I am conscious of a
widespread lack of understanding of major genetic
principles vital for the long-term survival of native
honey bees, both as a genetic resource and as a
worthy companion in its own right.

Presentation: “Genetic priorities for honey bee
conservation and their application in a new
Dark Bee reserve”

Nature manages life by eliminating weaklings, as
should you. First therefore, allow natural selective
forces to do their work. Second, identify those
stocks that both thrive and show the external
features of the race you are trying to conserve.
Wing morphometry comes next, for native A. m.
mellifera a mean negative Discoidal Shift and a
mean Cubital Index below 2.1 are essential.
Fourth, confirm their native status by DNA analysis
of single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs).
Maintain variety, preserve queen lines, eschew
uniformity and especially do not propagate multiple
daughter queens from single breeders. Aim to
mate your virgins with drones of other queen lines.
Collect wild native swarms within 50 miles, but
spurn all queens of other races. Propagate drones
from all good queens of your chosen race.
Work with natural selection, not against it. Keep
local and keep close to nature.



Cyflwynydd: Lynfa Davies. Aberystwyth,
Canolbarth Cymru.

Mae Lynfa Davies wedi bod yn cadw gwenyn ers bron
i 20 mlynedd gyda’i gŵr Rob ger Aberystwyth yn y
canolbarth. Mae’n cadw tua 25 o gytrefi ar gyfer
cynhyrchu mêl ac mae’n mwynhau magu ei
breninesau ei hun. Mae gan Lynfa yn angerdd tuag at
addysg ac mae’n ymwneud â dysgu gwenynwyr yn
rheolaidd trwy roi sgyrsiau a chynnal gweithdai. Mae’n
aelod gweithgar o Gymdeithas Gwenynwyr
Aberystwyth ac yn aelod o Bwyllgor Dysgu a Datblygu
Cymdeithas Gwenynwyr Cymru. Yr angerdd hwn am
addysg a’i hysbrydolodd I astudio’r modiwlau BBKA a
dyfarnwyd ei thystysgrif Meistr Gwenynnwr iddi yn
2016. Yn dilyn hyn aeth ymlaen i astudio ar gyfer y
Diploma Cenedlaethol mewn Cadw Gwenyn (NDB) a
gyflawnodd yn 2019. Yn ddiweddar mae Lynfa wedi
datblygu’r Academi Gwenyn Iach, a ariennir drwy’r
Cynllun Gwenyn Iach, ac mae hi hefyd yn gweithio fel
Swyddog Bioamrywiaeth ar raglen Cyswllt Ffermio
yng Nghymru.

Cyflwyniad: “Pam y dylem annog dronau a sut y
gallwn wneud hynny?”

Mae dronau’n elfen hanfodol mewn cytref iach a
chynhyrchiol ond maent yn aml yn cael eu hystyried
yn beth gwael ac yn cael eu labelu’n ddiog ac yn
straen ar adnoddau. Yn y sgwrs hon, rwyf am eich
argyhoeddi eu bod nid yn unig yn hanfodol ond hefyd
yn ddefnyddiol iawn! Swyddogaeth bwysicaf y dronau
yw paru â breninesau gwyryf ond yn ogystal â hyn
maent hefyd yn ddefnyddiol i ddangos cyflwyr iechyd a
chyflwr datblygiad y gytref. Mae dronau yn rhan
annatod o reolaeth Varroa gan ddefnyddio dulliau
Rheoli Plâu Integredig ac felly mae yna adegau pan
fyddwn yn annog cynhyrchu dronau yn ein cytrefi.
Bydd y sgwrs hon yn edrych ar rai o’r technegau ar
gyfer annog cynhyrchu dronau a phryd y gallech
wneud hyn i gael yr effaith orau.

Testun y panel: “A ddylen ni hyrwyddo mwy ar
reoli drôn?”

Presenter: Lynfa Davies. Aberystwyth, Mid
Wales.

Lynfa Davies has been keeping bees for nearly 20
years with her husband Rob near Aberystwyth in
mid Wales. She keeps approximately 25 colonies
for honey production and enjoys raising her own
queens. Lynfa is passionate about education and
regularly gets involved with teaching beekeepers,
giving talks, and running workshops. She is an
active member of Aberystwyth Beekeeper’s
Association and sits on the Learning and
Development Committee of the Welsh
Beekeeper’s Association. It was this passion for
education that inspired her to take the BBKA
modules and she was awarded her Master
Beekeeper certificate in 2016. Following this she
went on to study for the National Diploma in
Beekeeping (NDB) which she achieved in 2019.
Lynfa has recently developed the Healthy Bees
Academy, funded through the Healthy Bees Plan,
and she also works as the Biodiversity Officer on
the Farming Connect programme in Wales.

Presentation: “Why we should encourage
drones and how we can do it”

Drones are an essential element in a healthy,
functioning colony but they often get bad press and
are labelled as lazy and a drain on resources. In
this talk, I want to convince you that they are not
only essential but also very useful! The most
important function of the drones is to mate with
virgin queens but in addition to this they are also a
useful indicator of the health and stage of
development of the colony. Drones are an integral
part of Varroa control using Integrated Pest
Management approaches and therefore there are
times when we want to encourage drone
production in our colonies. This talk will look at
some of the techniques for encouraging drone
production and when you might do this for greatest
effect.
Panel topic: “Should we promote drone
management more?”



Cyflwynydd: Lynfa Davies. Aberystwyth, 
Canolbarth Cymru.

Cyflwyniad: “Magu brenhines gyda dim
ond cwpl o gychod gwenyn”

Mae magu brenhines trwy drefniant yn galw
am ddigon o gytrefi i ddewis ohonynt yn
ogystal â chytrefi ychwanegol i fagu’r
breninesau a chyfrannu at y cychod magu.
Mae hyn yn anodd I’r rhai sydd ond yn cadw
cwpl o gychod gwenyn, ond mae’n bosibl
datblygu a chynyddu stoc gan ddefnyddio’r
adnoddau cyfyngedig hyn hefyd. Yn y sgwrs
hon byddwn yn edrych ar ffyrdd o gynyddu a
rheoli’r breninesau a fyddwch yn eu magu
hyd yn oed pan
does gennych ond gwpl o gychod gwenyn.
Gall y sgiliau hanfodol hyn ein helpu i leihau
ein dibyniaeth ar brynu breninesau, sy’n
ddrud ac yn anghynaliadwy. Mae magu
brenhines yn cael ei labelu fel rhywbeth
cymhleth, ond nid oes rhaid iddo fod, a thrwy
ddechrau gyda thechnegau syml byddwch yn
datblygu eich sgiliau, a phwy a ŵyr, efallai y
byddwch am symud ymlaen i dechnegau
mwy cymhleth.

Testun y panel: “A yw magu brenhines ar
raddfa fechan yn anodd?”

Presenter: Lynfa Davies. Aberystwyth, 
Mid Wales.

Presentation: “Queen rearing with just
a couple of hives”

Organised queen rearing requires enough
colonies to make your selection from as
well as additional colonies to rear the
queens and contribute to the mating nucs.
For those with only a couple of hives this
is difficult, but it is possible to develop and
increase stock using these limited
resources. In this talk we will look at ways
of making increase and being in control of
the queens you raise even when you only
have a couple of hives. These essential
skills can help us reduce our reliance on
buying queens, which is both expensive
and unsustainable. Queen rearing is
labelled as being complicated, but it
doesn’t have to be and by starting out with
simple techniques you will develop your
skills, and who knows, you may want to
progress on to more complex techniques.

Panel topic: “Is small scale queen
rearing difficult?”



Cyflwynydd: Colm O’Neill. Kildare.

Mae Colm wedi bod yn cadw gwenyn ers dros 50
mlynedd, bu ef a’i dri brawd yn cadw 30 o gytrefi gyda’u
tad nes i Colm gymryd yr awenau yn ei ugeiniau cynnar.
Gyda’i wraig Imelda, mae’n rheoli 60 o gytrefi cynhyrchu
mêl ynghyd â 30 o gytrefi a chychod magu ar gyfer
cynhyrchu breninesau Amm a gwerthiant cychod magu.
Ar gyfer rhwyddineb rheoli a chronni cyflym yn y
Gwanwyn, dim ond gwenyn Amm y maent yn eu
defnyddio I’w haddasu ar gyfer yr amgylchedd lleol. Y
mae’r ddau yn gweithio swyddi llawn amser ac yna’n
gweithio gyda’r gwenyn ar benwythnosau gan fagu
breninesau ar nosweithiau yn ystod yr wythnos. Mae
Colm yn swyddog addysg i’w gymdeithas leol, yn aelod o
bwyllgor Cymdeithas Gwenyn Mêl Brodorol Iwerddon
(NIHBS) ac mae’n cynnal dosbarthiadau cadw gwenyn,
gwella gwenyn a magu brenhines yn ei gartref ac mewn
cytrefi yn ystod yr haf.
Ynghyd â Jonathan Getty, mae wedi bod yn cynnal
hyfforddiant ar-lein i dros 200 o aelodau Cynllun Grŵp
Magu’r Frenhines NIHBS ers 2021.

Cyflwyniad: “Asesu cytrefi: Sut i adnabod y
perfformwyr gorau”

Mae gwenynwyr yn cymryd amser i archwilio eu cytrefi
yn gyson i wirio a oes arwyddion o heidio, anghenion
gofod ar gyfer epil a neithdar, arwyddion o glefyd ac ati,
ond nid yw llawer yn edrych yn feirniadol ar berfformiad
eu cytrefi yn ystod yr archwiliadau hyn er mwyn gwella’r
perfformiad cyffredinol.
Byddai nodi’r nodweddion a’r perfformiad rydych chi eu
heisiau gan eich gwenyn, a sgorio’ch cytrefi yn erbyn y
rhain, yn nodi pa gytrefi sy’n perfformio’n well na’u
cymdogion. Pe baech ond yn dewis cynhyrchu
breninesau a dronau gan y perfformwyr gorau, byddai’n
arwain at welliant mesuradwy mewn cynhyrchiant ac yn
eich mwynhad wrth gadw gwenyn.
Yn fy sgwrs, byddaf yn trafod yr hyn yr ydym yn ei
gofnodi, sut yr ydym yn ei gofnodi a sut yr ydym yn
cwblhau’r asesiad cyffredinol ar ddiwedd y tymor i
adnabod ein prif berfformwyr.

Testun y panel: “A ddylem asesu cytrefi i weddu I’r
gwenyn, y gwenynwr yntau’r ddau?”

Presenter: Colm ONeill. Kildare.

Colm has been beekeeping for over 50 years, he and
his three brothers worked 30 colonies with their father
until Colm took over the beekeeping operation in his
early 20s. With his wife Imelda he manages 60 honey
production colonies, and another 30 colonies and
nuclei for the production of Amm queens and nuclei
for sale. They use only Amm bees for local adaption,
ease of management and rapid Spring build-up. Both
have full-time jobs, working
the bees the weekends and queen rearing tasks as
needed on weekday evenings. He is education officer
for his local association, a committee member for the
Native Irish Honey Bee Society (NIHBS) and holds
beekeeping, bee improvement and queen rearing
classes at his home and association apiaries during
the summer. Along with Jonathan Getty, he has been
giving online training to the more than 200 members
of the NIHBS Queen Rearing Group Scheme since
2021

Presentation: “Colony assessment: How to
identify top performers”

Beekeepers take the time to do routine inspections
on their colonies, to check for signs of swarming,
space needs for brood and nectar, signs of disease
etc., but many don’t take a critical look at the
performance of their colonies during these
inspections, with a view to improving overall
performance of their colonies.
Identifying the traits, and performance, you want from
your bees, and scoring your colonies against these
will identify which colonies outperform their
neighbours. Choosing to only produce queens and
drones from the best performers will lead to a
measurable improvement in production and in your
enjoyment in your beekeeping.
In my talk I will go through what we record, how we
record it and how we do the overall assessment at
the end of the season to identify our top performers.

Panel topic: “Should we assess colonies to suit
the bees, beekeeper or both?”



Cyflwynydd: Kevin Thorn. Suffolk.

Mae Kevin yn ffermwr gwenyn sy’n cadw 100 o gytrefi
ynghyd â chychod magu yn Sudbury a’r cyffiniau yn
Suffolk. Mae Kevin yn magu ei wenyn sydd wedi eu
haddasu i’r amgylchedd leol ei hun gan lenwi’r
amgylchedd â drônau addas. Mae Kevin a’i wraig Julie
yn gwerthu mêl ar draws Dwyrain Lloegr a chosmetigau
cwyr gwenyn i wenynwyr ledled y DU. Mae Kevin hefyd
yn rhedeg grŵp gwenyn brodorol Abberton yng nghronfa
ddŵr Abberton yn Essex ble mae’n ceisio ailgyflwyno
gwenynen fêl frodorol Prydain i’r ardal.

Cyflwyniad: “Mae cynhyrchu breninesau sydd wedi
addasu i’w hamgylchedd leol yn fwy o hwyl na’u
prynu”

• Pam dewis breninesau sydd wedi addasu i’w
hamgylchedd lleol? Dylai unrhyw greadur sydd wedi
addasu I’w amgylchedd fod yn well na’r rhai a brynir
fan draw.

• Asesu eich breninesau a’ch cytrefi i’w lluosogi: Mae
hyn yn hawdd ac mae’n debyg eich bod eisoes yn
gwneud hyn, ond a ydych chi’n cofnodi ac yn
defnyddio’r data?

• Dewis gwenynwyr a detholiad naturiol: Ydyn nhw’r un
peth neu’n wahanol?

• Pwysigrwydd difa breninesau: Bydd byd natur bob
amser yn difa’r gwenyn gwan, fel y dylai gwenynwyr
da.

• Pwysigrwydd dronau: Rhai awgrymiadau ar sut i
ddylanwadu arnynt yn lleol.

• Cyflwyno breninesau: Dyma sgil allweddol y mae pob
gwenynwr ei angen.

• Cydweithio’n anffurfiol neu fel rhan o BKA: Mae BKAs
wedi eu lleoli’n bwrpasol er mwyn annog gwenynwyr i
ddefnyddio’r gwenyn gorau ar gyfer eu hardal.

• Cydweithio i gynhyrchu breninesau sydd wedi addasu
i'w hamgylchedd leol – sut y gwnaethom hynny yn
Abberton: Enghraifft o grŵp sefydledig.

Testun y panel: “Breninesau sydd wedi eu prynu:
Ydyn ni bob amser yn gwybod beth rydyn ni’n ei
gael a pham y dylen ni boeni?”

Presenter: Kevin Thorn. Suffolk.

Kevin is a bee farmer running 100 colonies plus
nucs in and around Sudbury in Suffolk. adapted
bees using drone flooding. Kevin and his wife Julie
wholesale honey across East Anglia and beeswax
cosmetics to beekeepers across the UK. Kevin
also runs the Abberton native bee group at
Abberton reservoir in Essex working to reintroduce
the native British honey bee to the area.

Presentation: “Producing locally adapted
queens is more fun than buying them”

• Why locally adapted queens? Any creature that
is adapted to its environment should be better
than those brought in from elsewhere.

• Assessing your queens and colonies to
propagate from: This is easy and is probably
being done already, but are you recording it and
using the data?

• Beekeeper selection and natural selection: Are
they the same thing or different?

• The importance of culling queens: Nature will
always replace the poor doers, so will good
beekeepers.

• The importance of drones: Some hints and tips
on influencing them locally.

• Introducing queens: This is a skill that all
beekeepers need.

• Working together informally or as part of BKA:
BKAs are well placed for encouraging
beekeepers to use the best bees for their area.

• Working together to produce locally adapted
queens – how we did it at Abberton: An
example of an established group.

Panel topic: “Bought queens: Do we always
know what we are getting and why
should we care?”



Cyflwynydd: Peter Jenkins. sir Aberteifi.

Mae Peter Jenkins wedi cadw gwenyn ers yn 14
oed, cyfnod o bron i 60 mlynedd. Mae bellach yn
cadw tua 80 o gytrefi o wenyn sydd bron yn
gynhenid yn Sir Aberteifi. Mae hon yn ardal ymylol
ar gyfer gwenyn mêl, a heb yr ymyrraeth gan y
gwenynwr, dim ond gwenyn sydd wedi addasu i’r
amgylchedd leol fydd yn goroesi. Mae treulio’r rhan
helaeth o’i fywyd gwaith fel Peiriannydd Siartredig,
yn gweithio ledled y byd ar brosiectau morol a
llyngesol, wedi golygu nad oedd ganddo lawer o
amser ar gyfer archwilio cychod gwenyn yn
rheolaidd, fel y cynghorir mewn gwerslyfrau. Serch
hynny, mae wedi cynaeafu cnydau mêl cyfartalog
flwyddyn ar ôl blwyddyn gan ddefnyddio gwenyn
sydd wedi eu gwella dros oes gan ei dad, proses y
mae bellach yn ei pharhau, yn dilyn marwolaeth ei
dad yn 2009.

Cyflwyniad: “Ymagwedd KISS at gadw gwenyn”

Mae llawer o broblemau wrth gadw gwenyn yn cael
eu hachosi gan wenynwyr sy’n darllen llyfrau ac yn
gwrando ar bobl eraill sy’n darllen llyfrau ac yna’n
dilyn yr hyn a ddywedir wrthynt yn gaeth heb ddeall
beth mae’r gwenyn eu hunain yn ceisio ei wneud.
Pan aiff pethau o chwith, fel y gwnânt yn aml ym
maes cadw gwenyn, maent yn beio’r gwenyn am
beidio â darllen y llyfr! Gydag ychydig o wybodaeth
a phrofiad, bydd y gwenynwyr mwyaf craff yn
sylweddoli’n fuan nad yw llawer o’r hyn a ddysgwyd
iddynt yn eu dyddiau cynnar o gadw gwenyn bob
amser yn ffeithiol gywir.
Mae “Ymagwedd KISS” wedi’i ddatblygu dros nifer
o flynyddoedd wrth ganfod atebion ymarferol i rai
o’r problemau niferus y mae pob gwenynwr yn eu
hwynebu, sy’n aml yn rai annisgwyl pan agorir y
cwch gwenyn. Mae dilyn cyngor y llyfrau yn eich
harwain at drafferthion yn gyson, ond nid ydynt yn
dda iawn I’ch cael o’r trafferthion hynny. Yn fyr,
mae’r cyflwyniad hwn yn trafod sut i gyflawni’r
mwyaf gyda’r mewnbwn lleiaf.

Presenter: Peter Jenkins. Cardiganshire.

Peter Jenkins has kept bees since the age of
14, a period of nearly 60 years. He now keeps
around 80 colonies of near native bees in
Cardiganshire. This is a marginal area for honey
bees, where only locally adapted bees will
survive without a lot of intervention from the
beekeeper. Spending most of his working life as
a Chartered Engineer, working around the world
on marine and naval projects, has meant that,
for many years, he had little time for regular hive
inspections, as advised in text books.
Nevertheless, he has harvested at least
average crops of honey year on year using
bees improved over a lifetime by his father, a
process he is now continuing, following his
father’s death in 2009.

Presentation: “The KISS approach to
beekeeping”

Many problems in beekeeping are caused by
beekeepers reading books and listening to other
people who read books, then rigidly following
what they are told without understanding what
the bees are trying to do. When things go
wrong, as they often do in beekeeping, they
blame the bees for not reading the book! With a
little knowledge and experience, the more
astute beekeeper will soon realise that much of
what they have been taught in their early days
of beekeeping as “absolute fact” may not
always be so.
“The KISS Approach” has been developed over
many years of finding practical solutions on the
hoof to some of the many beekeeping problems
that all beekeepers face, often unexpectedly
when the hive is opened. Following the books
often gets you into trouble, but they aren’t very
good at getting you out of it.. In short, this
presentation is about how to achieve maximum
output for minimum input.



Cyflwynydd: Dan Etheridge. Hampshire.

Dechreuodd fy niddordeb mewn cadw gwenyn tua
throad y ganrif trwy hen ffrind i’r teulu sy’n ffermwr
gwenyn. Tua’r un amser symudais i Seland
Newydd ac yna ymlaen i UDA, gan ddychwelyd o’r
diwedd i’r DU yn 2014 i fod yn arolygydd gwenyn.
Mae gennyf brofiadau amrywiol ond mae fy ffocws
wedi gogwyddo tuag at ochr fasnachol cadw
gwenyn bob amser. Cwblheais 10 tymor gyda’r
Uned Wenyn Genedlaethol lle bûm yn gweithio
mewn sawl maes arolygu o amgylch y DU a, hyd at
yn ddiweddar, rôl yr Arolygydd Gwenyn
Rhanbarthol, gan reoli tîm o arolygwyr ar draws y
de-ddwyrain. Ar hyn o bryd rwyf ar secondiad
mewn adran APHA arall gyda’r Ganolfan Rheoli
Bywyd Gwyllt Genedlaethol. Ar hyn o bryd rwy’n
rhedeg tua 50 o gytrefi gyda lle ar gyfer 100, os oes
angen. Rwy’n tueddu i ganolbwyntio ar gynhyrchu
mêl a magu/bridio brenhines. Rwyf wedi bod yn
ymwneud â nifer o brosiectau ymchwil yn
ddiweddar a gobeithiaf ymwneud mwy â hyn yn y
dyfodol.

Cyflwyniad: “Gwiddonyn y Tropilaeplaps -
cymar tŷ egsotig Varroa!”

Trosolwg o’r gwiddonyn egsotig Tropilaelaps, ei
ymddygiad a’i forffometreg, beth ydyw a faint o
fygythiad ydyw i’r sawl sy’n cadw gwenyn yn y DU.
Mae’r sgwrs yn canolbwyntio’n bennaf ar
ganfyddiadau taith ymchwil diweddar i Wlad Thai, a
noddwyd gan randdeiliaid, i ddarganfod sut y gall y
DU fod yn barod ar gyfer canfod gwiddon ar lefel
isel pe bai ymosodiad yn digwydd. A fyddech chi’n
gwybod beth i chwilio amdano? Yn ogystal, byddaf
yn edrych ar ddosbarthiad a llwybrau mynediad
posibl yn y wlad cyn trafod canfyddiadau
anecdotaidd, arsylwadol o’r daith.

Presenter: Dan Etheridge. Hampshire.

My Interest in beekeeping started around the
turn of the century through an old bee farmer
friend of the family. Around that same time I
moved to New Zealand and then on to the USA,
finally returning to the UK in 2014 specifically to
become a bee inspector. My experiences are
varied but my focus has always been leaning
towards the commercial side of beekeeping. I
completed 10 seasons with the National Bee
Unit where I covered several Inspection areas
around the UK and up until recently the role of
Regional Bee Inspector, managing a team of
inspectors across the southeast. I’m currently
on secondment at another APHA department
with the National Wildlife Management Centre. I
currently run circa 50 colonies with capacity for
100, if necessary. I tend to concentrate on
honey production and queen rearing/breeding.
And more recently I have been involved in
several research projects, an area of work I
hope to pursue more of in the future.

Presentation: “The Tropilaeplaps mite -
Varroa’s exotic house mate!”

An overview of the exotic mite Tropilaelaps, it’s
behaviours and morphometry, what it is and
how much of a threat is it to UK beekeeping.
The talk largely focuses on the findings of a
recent stakeholder sponsored research trip to
Thailand to find out how the UK can be best
prepared in low level detection of the mites
should an incursion take place. Would you know
what to look for? Also looking at distribution and
possible routes of entry in the country. Including
anecdotal, observational findings from the trip.



Cyflwynydd: Ceri Morgan. Gorllewin Cymru.

Mae Ceri wedi bod yn cadw gwenyn ers 30
mlynedd. Mae’n rhedeg Cardigan Bay Honey,
fferm fêl yn rhan isaf dyffryn Teifi. Mae wedi
defnyddio gwenyn sy’n lleol i’r ardal ers y
dechrau ac wedi bod yn bridio gwenyn lleol fel
rhan ganolog o’i gweithrediad, sydd ar adegau’n
teimlo’n debycach i brosiect cadwraeth na
busnes i wneud elw!
Ym 1999 aeth Ceri i weithio ar fferm wenyn yn
Seland Newydd i ehangu ei wybodaeth, gan
adael ei fam, Carol Morgan, yn gyfrifol am y 100
a mwy o gytrefi o wenyn brodorol yr oeddent
eisoes yn eu rheoli.
Rhwng 2009 a 2014 bu Ceri yn gweithio fel
arolygydd gwenyn tymhorol yn ardal Sir Benfro.
Ers 2014 mae Ceri wedi gwneud ei fywoliaeth o’i
wenyn yn unig.
Heddiw mae’r busnes yn rheoli dros 300 o gytrefi
wedi’u gwasgaru dros ddau ddwsin o
wenynfeydd ac yn cyflogi Ceri a’i fab Cai yn llawn
amser, gyda phlant eraill yn cyfrannu lle bo’r
angen a’r amser yn caniatáu.

Cyflwyniad: “Gwneud bywoliaeth o wenyn
sydd wedi eu haddasu i’w hamgylchedd
lleol.”

Bydd y sgwrs yn cwmpasu hynt a helyntion
gwneud bywoliaeth o reoli gwenyn brodorol,
gyda phwyslais ar reoli gwenyn ac agweddau
ymarferol ar offer a nwyddau’r cychod.
Byddaf hefyd yn trafod ein dewis o stoc a’r
dulliau rydym wedi’u canfod sy’n gweithio orau i’n
anghenion yma yng Ngorllewin Cymru. Byddaf
hefyd yn sôn ychydig am ein patrymau tymhorol.

Presenter: Ceri Morgan. West Wales.

Ceri has been keeping bees for 30 years. He
runs Cardigan Bay Honey, a honey farm
based in the lower Teifi valley. Since the
beginning we have used the bees local to our
area and have been breeding local bees as a
central tenet of our operation, which at times
feels more like a conservation project than a
bone fide profit making business!
In 1999 Ceri went to work on a bee farm in
New Zealand to further his knowledge,
leaving his mum, Carol Morgan, in charge of
the 100 plus colonies of native bees we
already managed.
Between 2009 and 2014 Ceri worked as a
seasonal bee inspector in the Pembrokeshire
area. Since 2014 Ceri has made his living
solely from his bees.
Today the business manages over 300
colonies spread over two dozen apiaries and
employs Ceri and his son Cai full time, with
other children contributing where necessary
and where time allows.

Presentation: “Making a living from
Locally Adapted Bees”

The talk will encompass the trials and
tribulations of making a living from managing
native bees, with emphasis on bee
management and practical aspects of
equipment and hive ware.
I shall also discuss our stock selection and
the methods of queen rearing we’ve found
best to suit our needs here in West Wales, I’ll
also talk a little about our seasonal patterns.



Cyflwynydd: Kevin Williams. Sir Aberteifi.

Cafodd Kevin ei eni a’i fagu yn Sir Gaerfyrddin.
Dechreuodd gadw gwenyn pan oedd tua 15
mlwydd oed ac mae bellach yn cadw rhyw ugain
stoc o Wenyn brodorol. Mae’n awyddus iawn i
wella ei stociau ac mae’n gweithio gyda grŵp
magu bychan ger Llanbedr Pont Steffan,
Ceredigion.
Mae’n rhoi sgyrsiau ar gadw gwenyn a materion
cysylltiedig. Mae’n gweithio rhan amser fel
Cyfreithiwr, mewn partneriaeth â’i ferch, yn
nyffryn Teifi yn awr ac yn arbenigo mewn
materion gwledig. Mae’n byw gyda’i wraig Edith
ar fferm gadwraeth ger Llandysul lle mae’n
mwynhau bywyd gwledig gan gynnwys saethu,
pysgota, garddio ac wrth gwrs cadw gwenyn.
Mae’n mwynhau ymchwilio i hanes ei deulu ac ar
hyn o bryd mae’n dysgu Sbaeneg yn y brifysgol
leol. Mae’n edrych ymlaen at drosglwyddo ei
wybodaeth am gadw gwenyn, yn enwedig i’w
bump ŵyr.

Cyflwyniad: “Hanes a Thraddodiadau Cadw
Gwenyn yng Nghymu”

Dim ots ym mha ran o’r byd, mae hanes cadw
gwenyn yn gallu bod yn hynod ddiddorol, ac
mae’n aml yn rhan o ddiwylliant sydd wedi bodoli
ers canrifoedd ac wedi’i gynnwys mewn deddfau
cynnar. Mae’n debyg fod cadw gwenyn yng
Nghymru yn deillio ymhell dros 1000 o
flynyddoedd ac yn cael ei grybwyll yng
nghyfreithiau Hywel Dda. Gwyddir hefyd fod
gwenyn yn werthfawr iawn yng Nghymru yn
ystod y Canol Oesoedd. Bydd y ddarlith hon yn
datgelu rhywfaint o hanes a thraddodiadau cadw
gwenyn Cymreig o’r dechrau hyd at yr oes
fodern.

Presenter: Kevin Williams. Cardiganshire.

Kevin was born and bred in Carmarthenshire.
He started keeping bees when he was around
15 years of age and he now keeps some 20
stocks of native Bees. He is very keen to
improve his stocks and he works with a small
breeding group near Lampeter, Ceredigion to
that end.
He gives talks on keeping bees and related
matters. He practices as a Solicitor in
partnership with his daughter in the Teifi
valley now on a part time basis specialising in
country matters. He lives with his wife Edith
on a conservation farm near Llandysul where
he enjoys country life including , shooting,
fishing, gardening and of course Bee keeping.
He enjoys researching his family history and
is currently learning Spanish at the local
university. He is looking forward to passing on
his knowledge about bee keeping especially
to his five grandchildren.

Presentation: “History and Traditions of
Bee Keeping in Wales”

No matter where it is in the world the history
of beekeeping can be fascinating, often being
part of culture that has existed for centuries
and included in early laws. Beekeeping in
Wales is known to go back for well over 1000
years, being mentioned in Hywel Dda laws. It
is also known that bees had great value in
mediaeval Wales. This lecture will reveal
some of the history and traditions of Welsh
beekeeping from the beginning until modern
times.



Cyflwynydd: David Parker. Surrey.

Mae David Parker wedi bod yn cadw gwenyn ers
bron i 10 mlynedd ac ar hyn o bryd mae’n cadw tua
20 o gychod gwenyn ynghyd â magu breninesau ar
raddfa fechan ar draws tair gwenynfa. Mae’n aelod
o bwyllgor Weybridge Beekeepers (adran o BKA
Surrey) lle mae’n wefeistr. Mae wedi bod yn
gweithredu fel rheolwr prosiect ar gyfer sefydlu eu
gwenynfa addysgu newydd ac wedi datblygu
ategyn Wordpress i adrannau eraill BBKA ei
ddefnyddio.
Mae ei waith cadw gwenyn (Polymath Bees) yn
cael ei redeg fel is-adran weithredu yn un o’i
gwmnïau eraill - Polymath Properties.

Cyflwyniad: “Cadw gwenyn a gweithio’n llawn
amser”

Rydych chi’n gweithio pum diwrnod yr wythnos ac
mae’r haul yn tywynnu a phan ddaw’rpenwythnos
angen i droi’ch sylw at y gwenyn, mae’n bwrw glaw!
Yna, mae gwenynwr hŷn sydd wedi ymddeol yn
dweud wrthych fod angen i chi archwilio’ch gwenyn
bob 7 niwrnod ac ni allant ddeall beth yw’r broblem.
Mae cadw gwenyn tra hefyd yn gweithio swydd
llawn amser bob amser yn her, ond beth allwn ni ei
wneud i helpu ein hunain? Byddaf yn siarad am sut
rydw I’n cadw fy ngwenyn, beth rydw I’n ei wneud,
pam rydw I’n ei wneud a sut rydw I’n gobeithio y
bydd hynny’n fy nghaniatáu i reoli’r cychod gwenyn
sydd gennyf tra’n gweithio’n llawn amser.
Bydd y sgwrs yn ymdrin â meysydd sy’n cynnwys:
rheoli amser, paratoi, fy arferion cadw gwenyn ac
magu brenhines.
Efallai nad ydych yn cytuno â fy nulliau, ond
gobeithio erbyn diwedd y sesiwn y byddwch o leiaf
yn deall pam fy mod yn gwneud pethau fel yr wyf
ac efallai y penderfynwch ddefnyddio un neu ddau
o’r un pethau gyda’ch gwenyn eich hunain.

Testun y panel: “Syniadau a Chyngor i
Wenynwyr sydd ag amser cyfyngedig”

Presenter: David Parker. Surrey.

David Parker has been keeping bees for nearly
10 years and currently runs around 20 hives
along with practicing small scale queen rearing
across three apiaries. He is a committee
member of Weybridge Beekeepers (a division of
Surrey BKA) where he is the webmaster. He
has been acting as project manager for the
setting up of their new teaching apiary and has
developed a Wordpress plugin for other BBKA
divisions to use.
His beekeeping (Polymath Bees) is run as an
operating division of one of his other companies
– Polymath Properties.

Presentation: “Beekeeping with a full-time
job”

You work five days a week and the sun shines,
come the weekend and you need to do your
bees - it is raining. Then you get told by some
lovely older retired person who is a beekeeper
that you need to inspect your bees every 7 days
and they cannot understand what the problem
is. Keeping bees whilst also doing a full-time job
is always a challenge, but what can we do to
help ourselves? I will talk through how I keep
my bees, what I do, why I do it and how I hope it
allows me to manage the hives I do whilst
definitely working full time.
The talk will cover areas including: time
management, preparation, my beekeeping
practices and finally queen rearing.

You may not agree with my methods, but
hopefully by the end of the session you will at
least understand why I do things the way I do
and maybe decide to use one or two of the
same things with your beekeeping.

Panel topic: “Hints and Tips for Beekeepers
with limited time”



Cyflwynydd: David Parker ar ran BKA
Weybridge.
Mae BKA Weybridge yn Is-adran o BKA
Surrey.

Cyflwyniad: “Firws Parlys Gwenyn Cronig
(CBPV). Profiad un aelod o’r BKA”

Mae Feirws Parlys Gwenyn Cronig wedi
effeithio ar wenynfa addysgu CGC a nifer
cynyddol o wenyn ein haelodau yn
ddiweddar. Gall yr haint firaol hwn achosi
marwolaeth nifer fawr o wenyn yn gyflym ac
weithiau gall arwain at golli cytrefi’n llwyr.
Mae ar gynnydd ledled y wlad sy’n peri
pryder i lawer o wenynwyr. Er bod gwaith
ymchwil yn cael ei wneud, dim ond ychydig o
wybodaeth wedi ei gyhoeddi sydd ar gael.
Bydd y cyflwyniad yn trafod y clefyd yn
seiliedig ar yr hyn y mae gwenynwyr amatur
wedi’i weld, a’r hyn yr ydym wedi’i wneud,
gydag ychydig o wybodaeth gwyddonol. Nid
yw’n gyflwyniad gwyddonol. Ymhlith y
pwyntiau y byddwn yn eu trafod y mae:-

• Beth yw CBPV?
• Sut y gellir ei adnabod a beth yw’r

symptomau? (fideos a lluniau)
• Sut mae gwenyn yn cael eu heintio a sut

mae’r clefyd yn lledaenu?
• Beth all y gwenynwyr ei wneud?
• A oes angen adrodd am achosion ohono?
• Ymchwil gyfredol i’r clefyd a chyfranogiad

CGC.

Presenter: David Parker on behalf of
Weybridge BKA.
Weybridge BKA is a Division of Surrey
BKA.

Presentation: “Chronic Bee Paralysis
Virus (CBPV). One BKAs experience”

Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus has recently
affected the WBKA teaching apiary and an
increasing number of our members’
bees. This viral infection can cause the
rapid death of large numbers of bees and
sometimes complete loss of colonies. It is
on the increase nationwide, which is
concerning many beekeepers. Although
there is research work being done, there
is relatively little published information
available. The presentation will discuss
the disease based on what amateur
beekeepers have seen and what we have
done, with a little scientific information. It
is not a scientific presentation. Amongst
the point discussed are: -

• What is CBPV?
• How can it be recognised and what are

the symptoms? (videos and photos)
• How do bees become infected and how

is the disease spread?
• What can the beekeeper do?
• Is it necessary to report an outbreak?
• Current research into the disease and

WBKA participation.



Conference Notes:



The Honeybees of the British Isles
Beowulf Cooper was one of the founding members of what is now the Bee Improvement 
and Bee Breeders Association (BIBBA). The fundamental drive behind this organisation is 
that the best honeybee for the British Isles is the native dark bee (Apis mellifera mellifera) 
and that contrary to popular belief the native bee had not been wiped out by the so called 
“Isle of Wight disease” in the early twentieth century.

Beekeeping: Challenge what you are told
“Have you ever met a beekeeper with fixed opinions about a beekeeping topic? Have you
questioned that experience and knowledge they are based on? The craft used to be local,
traditionally learnt by observing bees, whereas today, we are bombarded with
international communications, promotions, soundbites, sensationalism and the like, with
the same information, whether reliable or not, appearing in many places. Taking
inappropriate advice can mean a dead colony, so we need to occasionally check and
challenge what we are told.”

Colony increase The Roger Patterson Method
This book describes a little known but simple way of quickly increasing honey bee
colonies. Rather than just being one method, there are several techniques that can be
used on their own if needed. The author has used the whole method or parts successfully
for over 40 years. Although it has been used in the UK, there is no reason why it can’t be
successful implemented throughout the world. It is suitable for all beekeepers, whether
small scale where selective parts of this book can be used, or by larger sale where the full
method is more appropriate.

The Teaching Apiary: A Brilliant Resource
For many years Teaching Apiaries have been used by Bee Keeping Associations (BKAs)
to teach the practical side of beekeeping. Alas, not all BKA’s yet have these valuable
facilities, though this book should encourage them to consider the value of having one.
Roger Patterson managed his local BKA teaching apiary for around 15 years to show
practical beekeeping, provide bees to local beekeepers and to reproduce colony
scenarios for training new and experienced beekeepers alike. This book brings together a
range of challenges and opportunities that almost all apiaries will encounter, it should
appeal to Apiary Managers, Committee members and beekeepers.

Queen Rearing Made Easy: The Punched Cell Method
Raising queens using the Punched Cell method has been in use for over a century.
Richard Smailes published “Raise Your Own Queens by the Punched Cell Method” about
half a century ago. Little has been published since. The Punched Cell method does not
separate the larva from its food, it is not moved from its original wax cell and it is not
touched in any way during the whole process. The whole process can be easily
performed on the hive roof in the apiary. This practical book covers the history, methods
and examples of how every beekeeper can have their own sustainable supply of quality
queens for many years to come.
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Some of the publications for sale at the BIBBA stand
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