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Welcome to November 
BIBBA Monthly!

A big thank you to Tom Law for 
putting together this and the previous 
two issues of BIBBA Monthly and 
providing guest editorials, to Jo 
Widdicombe and other Committee 
members who have supported him, 
and to all who have contributed 
articles and photos so far.  I hope you 
all agree that we have got off to a 
good start. 
 
This month we have information on 
two ventures, both in Cornwall — the 
Eden Project and National Trust 
Godolphin, which show that BIBBA is 
not just a talking shop but inspires 
and supports practical initiatives by 
groups of its members.   
Kevin Thorn’s article on the new role 
of Regional Coordinator is news of an 
important step in expanding such 
local activities.   
 
 
Please keep the contributions rolling 
in so that we can make the next issue 
even better! 
 

 
Philip Denwood 

Editor 
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NEWS BRIEF 

 
BIBBA 2020 Conference 
cancellation 
 
Unfortunately the BIBBA conference to 
be held in Chesterfield on 15th and 16th 
February 2020 has had to be cancelled.  
 
The person organising the publicity was 
the victim of a random and unprovoked 
road rage attack. This left him unable to 
perform this task, as such, we were 
unable to fully publicise the event in 
reasonable time. He is recovering slowly 
and we hope he will be able to resume 
publicity duties soon.  
 
Sincere apologies to all who were 
looking forward to the 2020 conference. 
We look forward to seeing you all at the 
2021 conference. 

“We will still rely on members for 
articles of interest and for a 
committed team to maintain the 
schedule” 

Jo

 
BIBBA members, can you help by 
signing up at smile.amazon.co.uk 

and selecting BIBBA as your 
designated recipient. 

 
Costs you nothing and does not 

impact the way you shop at Amazon 
but! 

It contributes to BIBBA with 0.5% of 
your amazon sales

Teamwork In Motion

Picture Courtesy Of 
Tom Law
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I was originally approached 
by the manager at 

National Trust Godolphin 
back in 2009 just two years 
after the trust took the 
property on.  Juliet Turner, 
the gardener in charge, was 
keen to get the historic 
medieval gardens in shape 
and wanted as far as 
possible to ensure that the 
historic native plants were 
protected and developed 
alongside the inevitable 
Victorian imports.  I agreed 
to take on the beekeeping 
side of the garden on the 
basis that it was cost 
negative to the Trust and 
supplied honey for the 
visitor centre.  

Beekeeping had clearly 
been an integral part of 

the estate from medieval 
times as the Bee Boles in 
the ‘Kings Garden’ were a 
distinct feature.  We had 
discussed the possibilities 
of keeping skeps on the 
original site but wanted to 
be practical and offer a safe 
and relevant visitor 

existing beekeepers in the 
area by forcing change too 
quickly.  We have at least 
two commercial beekeepers 
in the area, one of whom 
still imports and requeens 
with stock from outside the 
area.  The local hobby 
beekeepers are almost 
entirely on board with the 
project, largely due to 
James Kilty’s (CBIBBG) 
involvement in the area, 
prior to my arrival.  The 
original native stock was 
from James’s A.m.m. that 
he had been selecting in the 
area for some years already. 

We initially installed 
four colonies in the 

viewing area and later 
developed a queen rearing 
and less visible site hidden 
away in the woods.  With a 
licence from the Trust on 
both areas we felt secure 
enough to bring in lots of 
stock — 12 colonies — to 
the woods (with assistance 
from BIBBA and BipCo) and 
set about a bit of drone 
flooding and queen 

experience, so opted for an 
area in the corner of the 
Medieval garden where we 
could establish a hedged 
area with a rope barrier 
offering visitors a view of 
the hives without risking 
people moving in front of 
them.  You could still see 
the bees flying in and out 
of the hives, from a side 
view of the installation.  
The more I explained about 
the Native Bee project in 
Cornwall the more 
obviously it tied in to the 
Conservation, Heritage and 
biodiversity aims of the 
Trust and the more 
enthusiastic the estate and 
area managers became 
about the concept.  We 
collaboratively developed 
some basic signage with the 
help of a small grant from 
B4 and eventually agreed 
on a Native Bee Haven 
Status for the Estate, 
helped by the fact that a 
‘Haven’ is a voluntary code 
of conduct for beekeepers 
and wouldn’t alienate any 

UK’s first B4 Native Bee Haven 

Author Bob Black

The UK’s first 
B4 Native Bee 

Haven on a 
National Trust 
property went 
live in October 



selection.  It was essential 
that the stock in the public 
area was calm and 
productive.  We had an 
opportunity to get DNA 
analysis through a B4 grant 
and were pleased to able to 
show that even with open 
mating on the site we had 
well over 94% pure A.m.m. 
stock and the bees were 
largely breeding within 
strain.  Prior to this, I admit 
that we selected largely for 
temperament, productivity 
and colour, in that order, so 
to get the DNA to show that 
that kind of selection led to 
almost pure A.m.m. stock 
was a real boost to morale. 

A week prior to the 
launch of the Native 

Bee Haven status we were 
able to buy less scruffy 
hives and install hive 
monitoring equipment on 
two of the colonies with 
help from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund.  We ran a 
short series of awareness 
and open hive events over 
the year.  The hive 
monitoring is part of the 
wider program run by 
Pollenize in Plymouth and 
we hope that their dreams 
of open source data 
collection for research and 
academic study will come 
to pass and the  first 
National Trust Native Bee 
Haven status will spread to 
other sites and remain 
constantly useful for many 
years to come.  Two 
colonies are also being 
monitored for Victoria 
Buswell’s research at the 
university of Plymouth  
 

BipCo is keen to hear 
from other native bee 

keepers on Trust 
properties. 
 

Bob Black 

 

BipCo member Bob Black 
is a director of the B4 

Group and runs a local 
community interest 
company in West Cornwall 
which manages three 
apiaries and a plot of 16 
allotments. 

5



The Eden Project displays black honey 
bees from a spectacular new observation 
hive 

 
Author Ian King

On Thursday 10th October, The Eden Project in 
Cornwall celebrated becoming a protected 

native honey bee reserve, the fourth such reserve in 
Cornwall.  Sir Tim Smit, co-founder of The Eden 
Project and Dr Andrew Brown, Managing Director of 
The B4 Project, cut the ribbon for the opening of an 
observation hive set within a newly installed 
structure named “The Great Hive Mind”.  This 
striking construction looks down from its hillside 
position over the domes of the Eden Project.  It was 
built from reclaimed scaffolding poles over the 
course of two weeks by a multi-national team of nine 
architecture students organised by CAUKIN Studio, a 
collective of young architectural designers working on a 
variety of design and construction projects worldwide. 
 

Nick Bentham-Green, Chair of BIBBA, described the 
work that had gone into the creation of the Eden 

European Dark Honey Bee Reserve, acknowledging those 
involved, and the value of such reserves for the future 

 

Rodger looks after 
various apiaries in 

Cornwall where he breeds 
native honey bees, 
including Heligan Gardens, 
The Duchy, Lostwithiel, and 
The Duchy College, 
Rosewarne. 

prosperity of Apis mellifera 
mellifera. 
 

The black honey bees at 
Eden are under the care 

of Rodger Dewhurst, who 
has been involved with the 
selective breeding of 
A.m.m. for many years.   

 

Dr Jo Elworthy, Eden’s 
Director of 

Interpretation, said: 
“Pollinators, including bees, 
pollinate around a third of 
our crops and help our wild 
flowers to survive and 
thrive. They play a huge 
role in conserving the 
biodiversity of our 
countryside and food 
supply. 
 
“We’re proud to be working 
with B4 in becoming a 
European dark honey bee 
reserve.  It’s really 
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and that we are now living 
in a time when humans 
have started to work with 
Nature. 
 

Harry Thorpe of CAUKIN 
described how the 

design of the Great Hive 
Mind was inspired by the 
inside of a bee hive, being 
made up of many tiny 
elements, the overlying 
lattice representing honey 
comb.  Christian Brown, 
also of CAUKIN, thanked 
Rodger Dewhurst for his 
guidance in ensuring the 

important that we look 
after regional biodiversity. 
Beekeepers can choose to 
keep bees local to their 
region and we can all help 
conserve these and other 
pollinators by ensuring our 
gardens and green spaces 
in our community, at work, 
and at school are 
pollinator-friendly by 
planting wildflowers or 
leaving some areas to go 
wild.” 
 

Tim Smit praised the 
tenacity and 

determination of Andrew 
Brown with whom he has 
worked in the recent past 
to promote the native dark 
honey bee.  He said the 
Great Hive Mind helped to 
make “the invisible visible” 

structure is beautiful not 
just to the human eye, but 
also for the bees and the 
beekeeper.  
 

Owen Finnie and 
Matthew Elmes spoke 

of “Pollenize”, a social 
enterprise which is 
providing monitoring of the 
hives at Eden with Arnia 
technology.  By gathering 
data from the hive 
monitors and in particular 
examining the content of 
pollen brought into a hive, 
Pollenize intends to raise 
awareness of honey bees 
and other pollinators and 
inform which flowers have 
been favoured in a locality.  
They hope this will 

contribute to a Land Use 
Management assessment.  
Pollenize is installing its 
equipment in hives in and 
around Plymouth and also 
in several apiaries in 
Cornwall. 
 

The Great Hive Mind is a 
collaboration between 

Eden, the B4 Project and 
CAUKIN Studio.  The 
project was funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 
 

A video of Sir Tim Smit 
talking about the 

European dark honey bee is 
available at 
https://youtu.be/suduwO3f
M9w. 
 
For more information 
please see:- 
http://www.edenproject.co
m/bees 
http://www.caukinstudio.co
m/ 
https://www.caukinstudio.c
om/hive-mind-eden-project 
http://www.b4project.co.uk
/ 
http://www.pollenize.org.u
k/ 
 

Maggie Freegard 



There continues to be growing interest in native, near 
native, locally adapted bees and bee improvement.  The 

BIBBA committee are looking to get more involved in our 
beekeeping communities and help support our members 
and groups better.  This can be a challenge to reach 
everyone as a national organisation so as part of our 
recently agreed strategy we would like to recruit 
volunteers into an important new role – 
Regional Coordinator. 
 

The purpose of the regional coordinator 
will be to bring together members, 

groups and Beekeeping Associations to 
share best practice and help each other.  
You will be able to call on support from 
BIBBA, particularly Group Coordinator, 
Membership Secretary and Publicity 
Coordinator. 
 

Breeding Groups 

groups@bibba.com

Regional Coordinator volunteer role – would you like to do more to help? 
 
Author Kevin Thorn BIBBA Trustee and Group Coordinator 

The main parts of the 
role will be to organise 

an annual regional event to 
get like minded beekeepers 
together to provide mutual 
support and have 
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of beekeeping as there will 
be plenty of expert 
knowledge available to call 
upon.  The key aspects of 
the role are good 
relationship and 
organisational skills.  This 
is a great opportunity to 
work with beekeepers of all 
levels of ability, scale and 
experience and to learn 
more about beekeeping, bee 

educational presentations 
(speakers can be provided 
and publicity support too). 
 

We would like our 
regional Coordinators 

to build strong 
relationships with local 
beekeeping associations, 
offering speakers for winter 
talks, training events from 
BIBBA and helping publicise 
any national events, locally.  
Also working with BIBBA 
groups to work together to  
improve breeding stock in 
the region (help available 
from the groups 
coordinator). 
  

Another important 
aspect will be 

contacting new members to 
welcome them to BIBBA 
understanding their 
beekeeping aims and 
encouraging them to join or 
establish groups.  (Help 
available from the groups 
coordinator). 
 

Each region will 
typically cover 

several counties and 
we will need 
coordinators to 
cover, East of 
England, South East, 
London, South West, 
East Midlands, West 
Midlands, North 
West, North East, 
Yorkshire, Wales, 
Scotland and 
Ireland.  There are 
currently around 50 
members in each 
region. 
 

There’s no 
particular 

requirement to have 
in-depth knowledge 
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Improvement and queen 
rearing. 
 
 
 

If you are interested in 
finding out more please 

contact Kevin Thorn at 
groups@bibba.com 
 

         Kevin Thorn 
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The journal of the Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association 
(BIBBA). 

 
Founded in 1964 for the conservation, breeding & improvement of 

native and near native honey bees of Britain and Ireland 

Picture Courtesy Of 
Tom Law

"Honey Bees - Still Buzzing At Heathrow

 
BIBBA members, can you help by signing up at 

smile.amazon.co.uk 
and selecting BIBBA as your designated recipient. 

 
Costs you nothing and does not impact the way you shop at 

Amazon but! 
It contributes to BIBBA with 0.5% of your amazon sales


